Egress stair at
39 Lemon Fair Road Cornwall, VT 05753
A balcony and ladder secured to the outside of the building provide the existing egress path from
the two third floor bedrooms.
A waiver is being sought for a new code-compliant egress stair to replace the ladder and balcony
to provide a safe egress path.
This c.1805 building is set close to the intersection of Route 125 and Lemon Fair Road, as is
typical of 1800s houses, and is located within the 100 front yard setback.
The house pre-dates the zoning code. The house, barn, and garage on this 13 acre property with
over 900 of road frontage are all entirely or mostly within the 100 front yard setback.
Town code section 543 notes that ...Any carport, porch, terrace, deck, or steps not covered by a
roof, awning, or other similar covering may extend into a yard.
The new egress stair would come close to the property line, but be tucked behind a large existing
tree, and fit between the house windows for best aesthetics.
The house and egress stairs will be painted yellow (Benjamin Moore - Butter) with white trim
(Benjamin Moore - Chantilly Lace) to match the barn and garage. The front shutters will be gray-blue
(Benjamin Moore - Newburyport Blue).
The waiver review criteria are noted in Town code section 383. The proposed egress stairs satisfy
all 5 review criteria.
1.
The waiver requested is for a use permitted within the district in question as by right use. A stair
with no roof is permitted to project in a yard setback, Town code section 543.
2.
The waiver requested is in conformance with the Town Plan and the goals set forth in Section
4302 of the act, such as support the provision of housing that will allow young people to buy homes and
raise their families in the community.
3.
The waiver requested is designed to conform to the character of the land use area in which it lies
as defined in the Plan and further designed to reasonably limit impact or the potential for impact upon
ones neighbors. The new egress stair will be tucked behind a large existing tree, and fit between the
house windows for best aesthetics.
4.
The design used incorporates design techniques, screening, or other remedies to reasonably limit
impact or the potential for impact upon ones neighbors. The new egress stair will be tucked between a
large existing tree and the house, and the stair will be an open frame design for least visual mass.
5.
The waiver requested accommodates structures providing for disability accessibility, fire safety
and other requirements of land or energy conservation or renewable energy structures. The new codecompliant egress stair will replace the existing ladder and balcony to provide a safe egress path.
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