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Cornwall, Vermont All-Hazards Mitigation Plan
1. Planning Process
1.1 Current Plan Development Process 44 CFR 201.6 (cX1)

The Town of Comwall was approached for its support for the creation of an All-Hazards Mitigation Plan for
the Town and for this planning process. The Cornwall Emergency Management Network was identified as
the most appropriate entity to spearhead this planning process.

An initial draft Single Jurisdiction Plan was prepared by staff of the Addison County Regional Planning
Commission (ACRPC) converting a previous draft annex to a regional plan into a Single Jurisdiction Plan.
The Comwall Emergency Manager was tasked with bringing together residents from throughout the
community to form ahazard mitigation plan committee. Those responding to the initial request were:
Kate Gieges - Cornwall Emergency Manager
Sue Johnson - Cornwall Town Clerk
Stu Johnson - Comwall Road Commissioner
Raph V/orrick - Cornwall Fire Dept/Emergency Management Network
Ken Manchester - Cornwall Highway DeplFire DeplEmergency Management Network
Marge Drexler - Cornwall Shelter managerÆmergency Management Network
Norm Grenier - Cornwall Fire Dept/Emergency Management Network

All committee meetings were open to the public and those who attended were asked to give input. The
committee met on I0l2l20l4 (see annex A) to complete aHazards Inventory and Risk Assessment matrix,
brainstorm additional possible hazard locations, and to identiff additional mitigation projects. The committee
met again on 1012312014 (see Annex A) to complete their review and brainstorming session.
Outreach efforts to get a broad representation from the Cornwall Community continued and eventually
resulted in additional members:

Mary Dodge

-

Co-Chair - Cornwall Conservation Commission

The committee continued to make suggested changes via e-mail to confirm suggested revisions and
corrections to the initial draft plan until initial submission to the Vermont State Hazard Mitigation Officer

(SHMO) on2l28l20l5.
Input on the draft plan was requested from town residents during open meetings of the Town Planning
Commission and the Town Selectboard where copies of the draft plan were available for review. The town
also made a copy of the plan available at the Town offices for review and on its website
www.cornwallvt.com to reach a broader distribution.
Based on comments from the public process, the draft plan was further edited and forwarded to FEMA
Region I by Vermont DEMHS on312412015 for comments and preliminary approval. Comments were

received back from FEMA reviewers on6/512015.
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The CornwallHazard Mitigation team met on7ll6l2015 to review the suggested revisions. Changes were
made to the draft plan based on FEMA recommendations and an updated draft was completed on7l30l20l5.
Upon completion of this draft, the plan was returned to FEMA for Approval Pending Adoption (APA) status.
Upon receipt of the FEMA APA on 1012312015, the resulting document was adopted by the Cornwall
Selectboard on 11 / 17 / 15 The final adopted plan was then forwarded to FEMA Region I for confirmation.
Final FEMA approval was received on
1.2 Opportunities for

public comment 44CFR 20r.6(bxr) and 44 GFR 201.6(c)(r)

As indicated in 1.1, multiple opportunities for public comment were made available during the planning
process:

o
o
o

.

A hazard mitigation planning committee was assembled from volunteers onl0l2l20l4by the Town
Emergency Manager.
The committee invited members of the Town Planning Commission, Conservation Commission,
Zoning Board of Adjustment, Selectboard and other residents involved in community efforts to
participate in the planning process.
The plan was made available in the town office and on the Town website http://www.cornwallvt.com
for public comment while in draft form beginning in October 2014..
All meetings of both the Town Selectboard and the Town Planning Commission were open for public
comment throughout the planning and draft phases of this plan.
1.3 Opportunities for additional comments ¿4CFR 201.6(bX2)

Additional opportunities for regional and state-level comments in the draft stage were provided throughout
the planning process.
. A copy of the draft plan was posted on the ACRPC website www.acrpc.org for regional review and
notice was given during the December 2014 ACRPC full commission meeting as to its availability.
No comments received.
o The December 2014 ACRPC newsletter included an announcement tbat a draft plan was available for
public review and comment. That draft was posted in the ACRPC offrce for review and comment. No
comments received.
. A copy of the draft plan was provided to the State Hazard Mitigation Officer, Ray Doherty on
212712015 for comments. Comments were received on3l5l20l5.
. An updated copy was sent to Ray Doherty for submission to FEMA on3l24l20l5
. A substantially completed draft was submitted to the State of Vermont Agency of Natural Resources
staff for comment on2l27l20l5.
. FEMA Region I staff received a draft for comment on3l24l20l5.
. The bordering Communities of Shoreham, Whiting, Salisbury, Middlebury, Weybridge and Bridport
were notified of the posting of the draft plan on212712015 and comments were requested.
1.4 Extent of review 44 CFR2O1 .6(bx3)

Throughout the planning process all sections of an earlier regional plan were reviewed for accuracy. Recently
completed studies and newly developed data were included in the document. Examples of changes due to
new data include addition of information from:
o 2014 Local Emergency Operations Plan (previously identified highhazard and vulnerable sites)
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2012 Comwall Town Plan (support for the committee's prioritization process and section 2 narrative)
2011 Addison County Regional Plan (transportation section used to identiff high accident locations)
2013 State of VT Hazañ Mitigation Plan þrovided a listing of statewidehazardconcerns)
Recently declared disasters (Provided background data for inclusion in Table #1)
2012 Report of the State Fire Marshall þrovided data to inform structure and wild fire risks)
www.fema.gov (provided official data on declared disasters)
The Vermont V/eather Book - David Ludlum (provided historic accounts of disasters for Section 4.3)
National Climatic Data Center website þrovided information for Section4.3)
FEMA Snow Load Safety Guide (informed Section 4.3)
FEMA FIRMS for Cornwall dated 3l2IlI975 (incorporated into maps and section 4.3)
VT Center for Geographic Information data layers (incorporated into map products)
Town of Cornwall Grand List for 2014 (utilized to determine value of identified properties)
www.healthvermont.sov (incorporated arbovirus information into section 4.3)
State of Vermont dam inventory database (incorporated into section 4.3)
Cornwall Annual Town Reports 1980-2013 (informed FEMA reimbursements in table #1)
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2. Community Background
The Town of Cornwall, which celebrated its 250th anniversary in20l1, is located in west central Vermont
about 10 miles east of the southern end of Lake Champlain. Cornwall is located in the southem portion of
Champlain Valley and has aî area of 18,688 acres or roughly 29.2 sqtare miles. It is bounded on the north by
Weybridge, on the west by Bridport and Shoreham, on the south by Whiting, and on the east by Salisbury
and Middlebury. Its village center is located southwest of Middlebury at the junction of Vermont Routes 30
and74. A second smaller grouping of homes, West Comwall, is located on Rte 74 alonga north/south ridge
which some have theorized is the remnant of a major rift fault which created the Champlain Valley.
Route #30, originally an old stage road, splits the town east/west. Route #125 passes through the northern
half of Cornwall and serves as a major easlwest route from New York through Middlebury and eventually to
Route 100 in the center of the state. The eastern town line with Salisbury is formed by the Otter Creek which
includes alarge floodplain and is host to one of the states' largest floodplain forest/wetlands complexes
known as the Cornwall Cedar Swamp.

Cornwall has seen a rapid increase in population since the 1960's when a large influx of new residents
sought refuge from more urban areas during the "Back-to the Land" movement. As of the 2010 census the
population was at 1 185 and is expected to grow to 1250 by 2015.
According to the 2010 census, there arc 517 housing units in Cornwall, 40Vo of which were built prior to
1940. Of those units, 489 are year-round and23 are seasonal. In Comwall, most year-round homes are owner
occupied structures (-79%), while 2I%o of homes are renter occupied. 87% of housing in Cornwall is singlefapily residences while the remainder (I3%) are split into multi-family and mobile homes.
Comwall has a workforce ofjust over 600 workers and 85% of them work outside of the town in nearby
communities. One of the most affluent communities in the region, many of those working outside of town
work in the health care and education professions in nearby Middlebury. Green Mountain Power is the sole
provider of electrical power and nearly all landline telephone service is provided by OTT Communications.
Cellular reception is available in many areas of town but is very limited in others due to the limited number
of towers and the effects of terrain changes. Residents of Cornwall provide for their own water and sewage
needs through wells and springs as well as individual on-site septic systems.
The Town of Cornwall is host to a combination fire department and first response (EMS) squad. Fire services
are provided by the Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department, a privately incorporated volunteer department with
additional expanded capacity through mutual aid assistance from the members of the Addison County
Firefighters Association. The Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department responded to atotal of 79 calls in2014
including 38 medical assists, 12 Auto accidents and 4 structure fires. Emergency Medical Services are also
provided by the Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department with paramedic and ambulance support from the
Middlebury Regional EMS. Patients are generally transported to Porter Medical Center in nearby
Middlebury. Law enforcement in the Town is provided by the Vermont State Police. Routine traffic
enforcement is provided under contract to the town by the Addison County Sheriff. The town is also an
active participant in the Vermont State Police's Community Advisory Board.
The Town has an appointed Emergency Management Coordinator and has an ongoing Emergency
Management Network which was started in2007 . The team uses a Local Emergency Operations Plan
(LEOP) to plan responses to larger incidents. The LEOP identifies the Town Hall as its primary Emergency
Operations Center, and the residences of the Emergency Manager and the Town Clerk as the primary backup locations. Emergency shelters are identified in the LEOP as the Town Hall, the Town Garage and the
Page | 6

Municipal Building in nearby Middlebury. The LEOP also identifies high hazard areas and vulnerable sites.
Specifically called out are flooding along Swamp Road, the Peet air strip, roads subject to snow drift,
primary power lines and telephone substations.
The Town is a member of the National Flood Insurance Program and, as such, has adopted zoning by-laws
designating Flood Hazard Areas including associated regulations for administering those areas. Fortunately,
much of the identified floodplain is associated with Otter Creek which floods regularly once or twice ayear,
This frequent flooding has effectively discouraged development in recent times due to difficulties in
disposing of septage and the availability of alternate non-flooding sites in town.

2.1Local Maps
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Population Den sity
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Land Use Areas
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3. Existing Adopted Plans which support lJzzard Mitigation
The following plans pre-date this plan and are used to illustrate how the community, the Addison region and
the State of Vermont have incorporated mitigation into standard planning mechanisms. As planning efforts
continue forward, this plan will continue to inform and be integrated into these and other future planning
processes.

3.1 Cornwøll Local Emergency Operøtions Plan (Mítigøtion repairs ídentijied)
Flooding on Swamp Road (Ongoing maintenance and upgrades)
Trees across roads (Periodic assessment/cutting)
Snow Drifts ocross roads (Snow Fence/natural baniers, increased monitoring & plowinþ
Undersized Culverts (Jpgrade according to pløn)
Flooding on Rte 125 (VTrans)

o
o
o
o
o

3.2 Cornwall Town Pløn (2014) Goals that support Hazard Mitigøtion
o Reduce safety hazards throughout Cornwall's transportation system
o Ensure that private roads and drives are constructed and maintained to minimum standards
o Maintain and, where necessary, improve the quality of Cornwall's groundwater, surface waters
andwetlands.
3.3 Cornwall Town Pløn (2014) Støtements supportíng Hazørd Mìtígatíon
o Promote and recognize the value of volunteerism in the provision of community services
o Continue to explore opportunities for coordinating services with neighboring towns and sharing
resources such as equipment and personnel in a manner similar to the fire department's mutuøl
aid system.
o Continue to support high quality fire and rescue services in town and ensure there is adequate
access to all development for emergency vehicles.
o Continue to support the organizational and plønning efforts of the Emergency Management
Committee to insure adequate preparation of potential large-scale weather related events.
. Ilorkwith landowners, land trusts, state andfederal agencies...preservefunctioningwetland

.
.
.

systems.

Encourage the gathering and analysis of information on the yield and qualíty ofwells...support
testing of water sources for pollutants. The town does not favor the construction of underground
utility transmission infrastructure near wells and groundwater supplies.
All corridors for transmission lines or pipes, whetherþr electricity or gas, shall be located
outside of populated areas and ø'vvayfrom residences, businesses and public buildings and spaces
to provide the maximum marginfor safety, noise qnd other impacts.
Utilities shallfully explain to Town fficials and Town emergency responders, and shall provide
the necessary training, support and equipmentfor our emergency personnel to respond
successfully to any emergency situation involving the infrastructure proposed.

3.4 Cornwall Town Plan (2014) Recommended øctíons supporting hazard mitigatíon:
. Complete the reconstruction (or relocation) of Route 125 at its intersection with Cider Mill Road
in a manner that...provides adequate sight distance consistent with prevailing speeds on these
roads.
. ...revise the cunent intersection of Route 30 and Route 74 to provide a straightþrward "7"
intersection.
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a

a

Enter into substantive tallrs with Wrans when the next round of repaving approaches þr Route
125 and 74 for the purposes of establishing paved shoulders, wide enough to accommodate
bicycle s, j o gger s and pe de s trians.
Maintain the town's current standards þr private roads to ensure they are in-keeping with state

a

safe access for emergency vehicles.
Review and update zoning regulations to include specific setback requirements

a

corridors
Limit development in

a

Limit development in areas of steep slopes and other areas with high erosion potential.

standards

mitigating

for

the

from riparian

floodplain to protect the ecological services that this area provides of

fl ood hazards.

3.5 Addßon Coanty Regional Plønníng Commßsion Regional Plan (2011) Goals thøt support

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Høzard Mítígation
\lork to restore and maintain stream equilibrium by developing and implementing river coryidor
plans.
Reduce flooding and related damages through appropriate mitigation techniques.
Encourage watershed based cooperation and educate towns and the general public about water
quality and stream dynamics
Provide communities the support they need to be proactive in reducingflood and erosion hazards
by adopting appropriate zoning regulations to limit development in hazardous areas.
Encourage proper maintenance and sizing of bridges, culverts and other structures to
accommodate flow from storm events and to mitigøte flood hazards.
Reduce the loss of lfe and injury resultingfrom all hazards.
Mitigate financial losses incuned by municipal, residential, industrial, agricultural and
commercial establishments due to disasters
Reduce the damøge to public infrastructure resultingfrom all hazards.
Recognize the connections between land use, storm-water, road design/ maintenance and the
fficts from disasters.
Ensure that mitigation measures are sympathetíc to the naturøl features of the region's rivers,
streams and other surface waters; historic resources; character of neighborhoods; and the
capacity of the community to implement them.
Encourage hazard mitigation planning as a part of the Municipal Planning Process.
Encourage municipalities and landowners to consider W Agency of Natural Resources riparian
guidelines for habitat andflood protection.

3.6 State of Vermont Høzard Mìtigøtíon Pløn (2013) Hazard Mitigatíon Goals
o Ensure that current and proposed legislation and regulatory policies require ffictive hazard
mitigation practices throughout the State.
o Ensure that grant-relatedfunding processes allow þr expedient and ffictive mitigation actions
to take place at the municipal and State level.
o Provide timely and øccurate technical assistance that supports hazard mitigation activities to
regional and local jurisdictions as well as private sector partners.
o ldentif! stateJevel risks and vulnerabilities and protect or harden state infrastructure against
hazards.
o Conduct hazard assessments, mapping and data collection projects to increase lcnowledge qbout
both the hazards facing Vermont and the most ffictive mitigation actions for minimizing public
exposure to hazards.
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4. Community Risk Assessment

4-t Lqcal4reas of Concem Map

Local Areas of Concern
Toøn of CornwøIl - Høzørd Mitigtttion PIøn

BRIDGE.
c0w Hlt
Rd

l

I
i

?o

o

Ðt

o

Erook Atiefnathy

Hfi¡

o-

Rd

î

Bur Oak Ln

ryT

cl

É
C

FãM

RO

ú,

ffi

pvr

Rd
FOOÞ

lo

Run

PW Ced6r'

É,

ntoì:e

or

Rd

@

Ledqe

Rd

:1.,:,'

PVT

Rd

PVT
Apple frée

.l

Ln

a0

c/)
S¡nging Hills
Rd

q
c/)
{ri

:..j

cárothers'
LN

Sources'
Lûca¡ons ofLocal Concem fûñ
Culvert Conditionl ACRPC¡/Trans
FEMA Floodplain: FEMA map sheets

Locat¡ons of Local Concêrn

!*Ì,

Pr¡marily Road Flood¡ng

i/7¿FEMA Ftoodptain

WHITING

Culvert Condition

O

Excellent

@ Fair
@ Good

o

Poor

@

Critical

o
o

Unknown

Closed

:l'

o

Local Bridges
State Bridges

ts

Electric Tran smtsson

t'.i+

Railroad

0

05

E=::æMilBs

st:

,.,_

,(¿/ae
fr

1

:/-.//_,,

eæa¿?

EGIONAI PLANNTNG COMMTSSION

Page | 13

4.2 Risk Prioritization Frocess and Results
The Town of Cornwall's Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee reviewed a broad range of hazards in its
risk assessment. In terms of overall vulnerability, the committee scored the following hazards as their high
'Winter
priority hazards: Widespread Power Failure, Flash Flood,
Storm/Ice Storm. Additional hazards listed
on the State hazard inventory were ice Jams and extreme temperatures. These were not evaluated in the
Cornwall HIRA because there is no history of ice jam damage in town and extreme temperatures are a
commonplace enough occurrence that the committee felt evaluation of them was unnecessary.

Town of Gornwall Risk Assessment
Probability

Warning

Drouoht

2

1

Widespread Power Failure

3
3
3

Hazard Type

Flash Flood
Hiqh Winds

Landslide/Erosion
Liqhtninq Strike
Transoortation Accident
Structure Fire
Wildfire
Winter Storm/lce Storm
Earthquake
Dam Failure
lnundation Flooding
lnsect Borne lllness
Pandemic
Larqe-Scale HazMat lncident

Geographic
lmpacts
4
2
2
2

4
4
3

4

Property
Damage
1

2
2
2

Vulnerability

I (r)
1r (3)
11 (3)
10 (2)

7fi\

1

1

4
2
4
3

3

1

2

4
4
4

1

1

10 (2\
8 (1)

1

1

10 (2\

4

1

1

1

1

9Q\

4

2

1r (3)

1

1

1

4
4

1

2

I (1)
I (1)

3

1

1

1

6 (1)

4

1

4

1

10 Q\

1

1

4

1

7(l

2

4

1

2

eQ)

2

Probability: Frequency of Occurrence

Unlikely
Occasionally
3= Likely
4= Highly Likely
1=
2=

<1Vo in a given

year

probability in a given year
>10% but <1OO% in any given year
100% probability in a given year
1o/o-1Oo/o

Warning: Time available to give notice to the majority of the population
1= More than 12 hours
2= 6-12 Hours
3= 3-6 hours
4= <3 hours (minimal)

Geographic lmpacts; How much of the population is expected to be impacted
1= lsolated Locations/neighborhood <20% of population impacted
>20o/o and <75Vo ol population impacted
2= Moderate impact
>75o/o of population impacted within community
3= Community-wide
4= Region-wide
Level 2 & 3 impacts in surrounding communities

Property Damage: Severity of damages and disruption
1=

2=
3=
4=

Negligible
Minor
Moderate
Major

lsolated property damage, minimal disruption to infrastructure
lsolated moderate to severe property damage, brief disruption to infrastructure
Severe damages at neighborhood level, temporary closure of infrastructure
Severe damages town-wide, temporary to long-term closure of infrastructure

Vulnerability: Total score of Probability, Warning, Extent, and lmpact

Priority
Priority
Priority

1= Low
2= Medium
3= High
4= Regional/State-wide

<8 total score, low cost

Priority

>8 and <10 total score
>10 and <12 total score
>12 total score

-no cost mitigation projects only
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Declared Disasters by County 2003-2013
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Table #1: F
Year Date
1973

1976

10

20

40 M¡lës

declared disasters

Numb€rs ind¡ceìe numberof
declared disasteß from 2003-2013

Addison

Description

Dec. #

County Cost

Cornwall

/6/1973
8/s/1976

Severe Storms, Flooding, Landslides
Severe Storms. Hieh Winds. Floodine

$ Unavailable
$ Unavailable

$

$ 10.418.00

916/1977

Drought

DR397
DR518
EM30s3

$ Unavailable

0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$ 28.884.00
7,717.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$ 13,889.00
0.00
0.00
0.00
$ 30,810.00

7

1977
1989
1993

8/4-511989

Severe Storms. Floodine

4/24-s/26/1993

1996

1lt9-21211996

1998

t/6-1611998
7/17-8/17/1998

Flooding, Heavy Rain, Snowfall
Storms, Flooding
Ice Storms
Severe Storms and Flooding
Severe Storms and Flooding

1998

2000
2001
2004
2008

7/14-1812000
315-712001

2011

8/12-9/12/2004
6/14-17/2008
7l2t-811212008
4/23-5/9/2011

20tt

8/26-9/2/201r

2011
2012

8127-9/212011

2008

5/29/2012

Snowstorm
Severe Storms and Floodine
Severe Storms and Flooding
Severe Storms and Floodine
Severe Storms and Flooding
Hurricane lrene
Tropical Storm Irene
Severe Storm, Tornado and Flooding

DR84O
DR99O

DRl10l
DRl20l
DR1228

DRl336
El{{3167

DRls59
DRl778
DRl790
DRl99s

$
s

3

1.033

17,639

$ 130,529
$ 662,388
s2,146,484
744.07s
$ Unavailable

$
$
$
$

365.661
486,850
438,900

8M3338

$ Unavailable
$ Unavailable

DR.4022

$ Unavailable

DR4066

$ Unavailable

0.00

$

s
$

$
s

$
$
$
$

$

$
$
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4.3 Hazard Type, Location. Extent, Previous Occurrences, Future Probability and Vulnerabilitv
44cFR 20r.6 (c)(2)(i) and 44cFR 20r.6(cX2X¡¡)
The followinghazard types have been identified, evaluated and prioritized in a risk assessment exercise
conducted with the Cornwall hazard mitigation committee. The matrix in 4.2 shows the results of that
evaluation process for the Town of Cornwall. Other hazards identified in Vermont'shazard mitigation plan
did not rise to the level of concem by the local planning committee. The following hazard types are listed in
their order of priority with highest vulnerability described first.

o

Widespread Power Failure - (Risk Score-l1)
Location: Based on local knowledge, widespread power outages are a common yet low impact
event throughout the Town of Cornwall.

Extent: The majority of Cornwall is served via one primary trunk line, which originates in
neighboring Middlebury. Loss of power from this main line would impact about 75%o of the
residences in town. Lower impact lines also originate in neighboring towns and Cornwall is at the
terminus of these trunks. While overall impacts would be minor, it is likely that the duration of an
outage from these lines would much longer.

o
o
o
o

Central Cornwall - Middlebury (major impact - shorter duration)
North end - Weybridge (minor impact - longer duration)
South end - Whiting (minor impact - longer duration)
Northwest - Bridport (minor impact - longer duration)

Previous Occurrences: Widespread outages have been common through much of the past 50 years
with limited overall impact to the community. In 1998 a severe ice storm hit much of northem
Vermont and much of the Addison region. No community in the region was spared damage by
downed power lines. Power outages continued for several days as remote power lines were accessed
by ofÊroad vehicles. In December 2014 a power outage of several days duration impacted much of
Vermont including the Town of Cornwall resulting in Disaster Declaration DR4207.

Future Probability: Subsequent to the ice storm of 1998, power companies have re-routed many
remote lines onto town highway rights of way and increased annual pruning efforts. Frequency of
occurrence and length of outage duration have been reduced thereby reducing the overall impacts to
residents. If these and similar efforts continue, a reasonable person would predict fewer power
outages of shorter duration. The effect of these improvements to infrastructure may be cancelled out
by the general increase in the types of storms which lead to power outages.

Vulnerability Summary: Summertime power

outages caused by severe summer storms mostly
cause inconvenience to residents unless extended outages impact a family's frozen food supply or
their ability to pump water from deep wells. Possible during all seasons of the year, the lack of
power becomes particularly an issue during winter as it often translates into lack of heat as well.
Extended outages during winter months, coupled with extreme cold, periodically result in more
extensive damage associated with freezing pipes particularly in private residences. The Town of
Cornwall has retrofitted both its town hall and town garage with emergency generators in the past
few years to allow for use as emergency shelters and for the use of the town hall as an emergency
operations center.
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Green Mountain Power Distribution Lines in Cornwall

The community vulnerability rating for V/idespread Power Outage is 3 and would be considered
HIGH PRIORITY. V/idespread power outages have been extensively mitigated in the past few years
effectively reducing the community's vulnerability. Actual vulnerability could be considered LOW
based on limited unmitigated impacts to infrastructure, health, and environment.

Flash Flood (Risk Score ll)
Location: In Cornwall, the combination of heavy rainfall and moderate to steep terrain conducive to
flash flooding only occurs in the geographic center of town. Committee members particularly cited
Beaver Brook which runs north to south, crossing Clark Road, Route 74 and Route 125 as places
where sudden rain events can cause damage due to flash flooding. Fortunately, both eastern and
western Cornwall are dominated by the large floodplains of the Lemon Fair and Otter Creek making
them not particularly susceptible to flash flooding.

Extent: Summer downpours and remnants of tropical storms can have the effect of concentrating
flood waters into small and n¿urow areas, particularly in steeper geographic regions. According to
statistics from the National Climatic Data Center (NCDC), the Addison Region has experienced 3l
flash flood events over the past25 years. The highest record of damage was $1,000,000 during a
period in July of 1998. During the period an estimatedt32,310,000 in property damages and
$1,500,000 in crop damages were incurred county-wide. Flooding in 2008 (DR 1790) and an
undeclared event in2009 impacted Cornwall with flash flooding which washed out culverts and
closed roads. $14,000 in damages were reimbursed due to the 2008 flooding.
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Previous Occurrences: The worst recorded instance of flash flooding in the Addison region occurred
in New Haven in 1830 when a "freshet" along the New Haven River resulted in 14 deaths and
thousands of dollars in property damages. Flash Flooding is a relatively common occuffence in the
Town of Cornwall. The Town of Cornwall has been hit with 2 presidentially declared disasters in the
past 10 years as a result of flash flooding which resulted in544,699 in FEMA reimbursements. In
2009, flash flooding from an undeclared event prompted the town to implement some previously
planned mitigation activities in the form of culvert replacements.
Partially due to an ongoing culvert upgrading policy, Cornwall was spared damage that impacted
much of Vermont due to flash flooding from tropical storm Irene in 2011. This allowed the town
highway crew to generously assist other, more heavily impacted, communities.

Future Probability: With the increased frequency of heavy rains experienced in the past 25 years,
conditions for flash flooding would appear to be increasing as well.

Vulnerability Summary: Cornwall's program of progressive highway maintenance has reduced its
overall vulnerability over the past few years as crews are routinely planning for increasing flood
events. That maintenance seems to have spared Cornwall much extensive damage during Irene and
will serve the town well into the future. The town's primary vulnerability currently lies on State
highways 74 and 125 where periodic flooding has threatened to wash out these primary connectors in
town.
The community vulnerability rating for Flash Flood is 3 and would be considered HIGH PRIOzuTY.

o Winter Storm/Ice Storm (Risk Score Ll)
Location: Severe winter storms are common throughout Vermont and can occur geographically rn
any part of Cornwall. As in much of the Champlain Valley, the prevailing winds are either from the
south or the north. Due to these winds, blowing and drifting snow impacts easlwest roads the most.
Extent: When conditions are predicted, the National Weather Service issues warnings ranging from a
Winter Storm Warning (heavy snowstorm predicted within 24 hours) toBlizzard Warning (sustained
wind and snow with gusts up to 35 mph for at least 3 hours) to Heavy Snow Warning (accumulations
of over 6 inches ina24 hour period).
Construction standards for snow load (see map) indicate that structures in the Town of Cornwall
should be built to withstand loads of 50 pounds per square foot. This would indicate an average depth
of snow of 40 inches or 10 inches of ice on a square foot of roof surface. At that point, design
standards would be exceeded and the structure runs the risk of collapse. Given this standard, a
snowstorm which dumped 40 inches of snow or 5 inches of ice would likely result in a few collapsed
roofs, especially on structures which are not built to these standards.

Previous Occurrences: The National Climatic Data Center reports that the Addison Region has
experienced2 major Ice Storm events over the past 25 years. The highest recorded damages were
incurred during the 1998 Ice Storm which impacted most of the northeastern US and resulted in
$750,000 in damages to Addison County properties. During the 25 year period an estimated $850,000
in cumulative property damages due to winter storms, were recorded in the region. The Town of
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Cornwall recorded $45,000 in reimbursable damage from DR 1201. In addition to these PA
reimbursements, residents were impacted by loss of power and the associated damages.
NCDC records indicate that the Addison Region also experienced 123 winter storm events over the
past25 years. The worst storms resulted in $100,000 in damages in both 2010 and2005. During the
period an estimated $1,743,000 in cumulative property damages and $10,000 in crop damages were
incurred.
Minimum Snow Loads for Estimating Construction Design (Cornwall:501b/sq ft)
Bsk¡hlß

&y

frûy

tlo|d

Eñrbr¡m

V.lrt

Eru

Minimum Snow
Loads

gJ¡r

f, co uvsq n

I

Roút¡rt

Clr.ls

F¡aú

Mpd

so uvsq n

f,

I

oo nstsq n

rc tovsq n

B.ûd
ûrÌ'dt

A!.þ

brldg.

hd

@"ffii'ffií'

8nd

CO}tPÂNIES

PO Box 5890
292 Colmlal Dr
Mlddlåbury VT G5753-58SO

W

(800) 639-40r7

¡tL

www..&pn$Þnæ.@m

tHy
D¡rÉy

Rlptr

tuk

M

wtn
bn

hrñ

ll¡h(

gu¡ltu d

'l

A March

1993 snowstorm left a record 51.4 inches in Lincoln. In March of 2001, the so-called
'oTown Meeting Day" snow event (Emergency Declaration #EM3167) caused reduced ability for
residents to travel to the voting booth due to hazardous conditions. In some Addison County
communities, additional efforts to keep polling places open were reimbursed with federal funds but
Cornwall managed without any additional assistance.
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As recently as February 2007, a significant snowstorm coupled with high wind nearly crippled müch
of Vermont including the Addison County region which suffered a reported $237,000 in damages.
This "Valentines' Day Blizzard" stressed the resources of most local communities, including the
Town of Cornwall, to capacity but did not ultimately result in a federal declaration.

Future Probability: The number and severity of winter storms have been increasing since the
1980's. If the current trend continues, it is likely there will be a continued increase in severe winter
storms that will impact the Town of Cornwall in the future.
Cornwall \Minter Storm Hazard Areas (as identified by local committee)
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Vulnerability Summary: With a regular occurrence of a significant snow or ice storm, the town
feels the impact of a winter storm most on the transportation infrastructure of the community. The
town is able to keep the roads open and treated for most storms and rarely has lost the ability to keep
up with a winter storm due to the Town's high preparedness level and ongoing mitigation actions.
Fortunately, the regular occurrence of winter storms also causes most residents to maintain a high
level of preparedness for winter storms.

As population growth and housing expand along remote road corridors, increasing dependency on
local roads by the new homeowners requires changes in winter maintenance. The town has, thus far,
been able to keep up with those increased demands on its services through its combination of town
employee utilization and equipment.
Without the existing preparedness level and with a community vulnerability score of 3, Winter
Storm/Ice Storm would be considered HIGH PRIORITY based on the highly likely occurrence and
the high portion of the community impacted.

o Hish Winds (Risk Score -

10)

Location: Severe damages due to high winds are rare in Cornwall and are dependent on the location
of the wind gusts and/or cyclonic wind. While the location of these weather events cannot be

precisely predicted, the prevailing winds are generally from the north or south. The entire Town
Cornwall is at risk of high wind damage depending on where the winds strike.

of

Extent: High winds come in many forms in Addison County and are included in damages associated
with Hurricane, Tornado, Wind Shear, and Thunderstorms. The National V/eather Service issues a
wind advisory for sustained winds of 31 to 39 mph (Beaufort #7) or gusts of 46 to 57 mph. Winds of
greater than 58 mph (Beaufort #10) trigger a High Wind V/aming.
Many of these wind events are accompanied by hail, which generally results in minor property
damages (auto, metal roof, etc). Hail can also have a devastating effect on agricultural crops like
com and apples during certain times of the growing season. The largest recorded hail size in the past
25 years was2" in diameter in New Haven.
Remnants of hurricanes striking Vermont are uncommon, but can bring not only heavy rain but high
winds. Similarly, tornadoes are known to occur and have been reported in the Addison Region.
Tornadoes are less common than other high wind types, but have occurred throughout Vermont.
The worst case high wind event could uproot trees, tear roofing from structures and collapse old or
poorly constructed buildings. The loss of power and land line phone service is also possible during
these events due to downed lines caused by the falling trees.

Previous Occurrences: NCDC records indicate the Addison Region has experienced 34 High Wind
events and 35 Strong Wind events over the past 25 years resulting in $1,451,000 in cumulative
property damage and $25,000 in crop damages. No official information was found that would
corroborate specific wind damage in the Town of Cornwall.
Locally developing thunderstorms due to convective forces in the atmosphere can generate high
winds, such as those experienced in parts of eastern Vermont on July 6,1999, downing hundreds of
large trees in a few minutes. In June of 2005 and in July of 2003, locally developing lines of
thunderstorms resulted in a combined total of over $150,000 in damages to communities in Addison
Page
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County. Another high wind event occurred in2007 to the south of Addison County which resulted in
the so-called Nor-easter. This storm became a presidentially declared event (DR 1698) and resulted
in over $1,000,000 in reported damages.

A total of 108 Thunderstorm wind events have been recorded in the Addison Region over the past 25
years with the highest recorded winds of 65 knots in July of 2012. Within the 25 year record, a total
of $1,433,000 in cumulative property damages due to high wind events were recorded.
Beaufort Wind Scale

MPH

Beaufort

#

Descri

Effects

0-l

0

Calm

Calm; Smoke rises straight up

l-3

1

Light Air

Wind motion causes smoke to drift slowly

4-7

2

Slight Breeze

Leaves rustle, wind is felt on exposed skin

8-12

J

Gentle Breeze

Leaves and small twigs in constant motion

l3-18

4

Moderate Breeze

Small branches move; dust and loose paper raised

19-24

5

Fresh Breeze

Small trees sway;

2s-31

6

Strong Breeze

Large branches sway; overhead wires oowhistle"

32-38

7

Near Gale

Whole trees in motion; walking into wind takes effort

39-46

8

Gale

Twigs break offtrees; cars veer on the road

47-s4

9

Severe Gale

Branches break; Light structural damages

55-63

l0

Whole Gale

Trees blown over; considerable structural damage

64-73

11

Storm

V/idespread structural damages

74+

t2

Hunicane

Considerable and widespread damage to structures

Tornadoes are uncommon in Vermont. The most signihcant of these was the "Lake Champlain
Tornado" which cut a275 mile track starting at Lake Ontario in New York State, travelling through
the Adirondacks and ending in the Champlain Valley in 1845. Since 1953 40 tornadoes have been
recorded in the State ranging from Fl to F2 on the Fujita Scale. These storms killed 9 people and
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caused over $8.4 million dollars in estimated property damage. Addison County experienced two of
those storms. In June of 1965, a twister touched down resulting in $37,000 in damage and one death.
Another in 1983 struck the northern portion of the county and resulted in crop losses exceeding
$500,000. More recently, on May 27 ,2014 an unsubstantiated tornado was reported to have touched
down in Cornwall and neighboring Bridport.

Storm Damage from a 5127ll4 reported tornado in Bridport and Cornwall, Vermont

Hurricane remnants in 1938 and 1950 are still remembered by older residents when bams collapsed
and animals needed to be rescued or put down due to injuries. The "Great Windstorm of 1950"
caused by the remnants of a hurricane were reported in local papers as: "Hundreds of Trees were
uprooted, miles of fences ruined, seven out of every ten houses suffered roof damage, some slight,
some severe. Barns were blown down, 1,000 head of cattle are dead, Families are homeless." More
recently the remnants of Tropical Storm Irene in 2011, brought heavy rains and flooding to much of
Vermont, fortunately without the typical high winds.

Future Probability: Over the past 15-20 years there has been an observable increase in the severity
and frequency of storms in Comwall and the region. Extremes in warming and cooling which we
have seen in recent years lead to high winds as convective forces meet cooling forces. It is probable
that in the future, we will not see a lessening in winds or wind producing storms. The current cycle
would predict an increase in tropical storms and tornados. The tornado observed in 2014 is an
example of what can be expected.
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Cornwall High Wind Hazard Locations (as identified by local committee)
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Vulnerability Summary: While Cornwall
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events, localized strong winds have resulted in occasional damage to roof panels and loss
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shingles. High winds also result in increased damage to trees, which results in power outages.
Because of its gently rolling terrain, the entire Town of Cornwall is at risk for damage during high
wind events.

With a community vulnerability score of 2, aHigh Wind incident is a MEDIUM PzuORITY based
on the likely annual occurrence of an incident with the potential for isolated impacts.

o Lishtnins

(Risk Score l0)

Location:
Severe storms which include lightning along with wind and rain events are a common occurrence in
Cornwall during summer months. While unpredictable, lightning tends to be drawn to exposed areas
of higher elevation. Public buildings are relatively exposed along Route 30 in Cornwall village (Town
Hall, Bingham School, Fire Station, and the Congregational Church.) and are therefore more highly
susceptible to lightning strike than most residential structures. Another area of possible attraction is in
"The Ledges" area where exposed bedrock juts up from the Lemon Fair valley. Fortunately, this area
has little development that could be at risk.

Extent:
Lightning strikes in western Addison County, Vermont averaged between 4-6 strikes per square
kilometer each year based on data collected by NASA satellites between 1995 and2002. Within the
Town of Cornwall, these numbers would extrapolate into between 300 and 450lightning strikes per
year.
Lightning strikes routinely cause fires to trees along ridge tops in Vermont and less commonly start
fires in structures. Fires associated with lightning strikes to inhabited buildings occur fewer than once
every five years on average. However, power surgss due to lightning strike often activate fire alarms
causing the local fire department to be called out. The most common impact of lightning is loss of
power and damage to electronic equipment in homes where there has been a proximity strike.
Anecdotally, there are multiple reports each year of electronic equipment unprotected by surge
suppressors which are damaged by lightning strikes. Generally, these homeo\ryners file insurance
claims for damages and total annual damages in the entire community likely do not exceed $10,000.
Previous Occurrences:
Relatively little information has been recorded of recent significant lightning strikes. However, in
nearby Bridport in 1910, a lightning strike killed Cyrus Stone, outside his house. Given the estimated
numbers of lightning strikes in Comwall, it is certain that there have been strikes on homes and barns
resulting in fires. Another common strike location is at a power line transformer.

Future Probabilitv:
It is unlikely that lightning strikes will be reduced over the next few decades, however, If predicted
increases in storm numbers and severity are true, increased numbers of lightning strikes would be
expected. As newer buildings are built with fire resistant materials the likelihood of fire due to
lightning is reduced.

Vulnerabilitv Summarv:
Cornwall's susceptibility to lightning strike seems to be relatively stable. While historically, buildings
may have been protected from lightning-caused fires by a lightning rod system, these seem to have
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fallen out of favor in recent years. During that same time period, an increase in fire protection
capability has allowed the community to keep their perceived risk at a constant level.
The highest risk area for lightning strikes with the highest resultant damage to the public
infrastructure continues to be where multiple public buildings are located along Route 30 in the
traditional village center. Loss, due to fire caused by lightning or electrical surge could be quite
disruptive to the community if it were to strike any of the public buildings located in this area.
The community risk rating for Lightning Strike is 2 and would be considered MEDIUM PRIORITY

Structure Fire (Risk Score 10)
Location: There are wood frame buildings susceptible to structure fire scattered throughout the
Town of Cornwall. The highest concentration of public buildings in town is located around the
traditional village center. This area would pose the highest risk of damage to public infrastructure.
Most of these buildings were built before modern fire-resistant construction materials and methods
were developed. The risk of general property damage due to structure fire is highest at agricultural
businesses with farm buildings often built close by each other and susceptible to fire passing from
one structure to another.
Extent:
The community's greatest risk for structure fire would be in the village area where a cluster of
historic buildings (Town Hall, Congregational Church, DAR Hall) effectively defines Cornwall.
Because Cornwall has such a loosely defined village area a fire destroying any of these buildings
would have a large effect on residents' ability to connect with the community.
Past Occurrences:
Responses by the Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department for all calls over the past l0 years have
remained relatively stable with an average of 62 per year. Roughly 6% of these calls are for structure
fires.
Comwall Volunteer Fire
Annual
Year
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 20tt 2012 20t3 2014 Avg
# ofresponses
56
62
42
62
65
57
70
67
62
79
62
a
I
# structure fires
J
J
J
6
J
4
I
J
6
4
3.6
# new residences in town
4
8
9
1
2
I
0
5
2
6
3.8

Future Probability:
The Town of Cornwall has issued an average of 3.8 building permits per year over the past 10 years
for the construction of new residences. These are generally built on new lots created by subdivision
but the overall number of new homes in town seems to be relatively stable. Those homes which are
being built are generally built to more fire resistant standards than the older homes and over time, the
risk to structure fire will be lessened. Fire alarms are now required by statute whenever properties
change hands which should also result in fewer destructive fires and loss of life.

Vulnerabilitv summary:
A well-trained and equipped fire department, coupled with

state-mandated fire alarm installations
continue to keep Cornwall's overall fire risk at a minimum. Unfortunately, risks to firefighters
continue to escalate as ne\ryer construction materials often produce a dangerous combination of
gasses when burned. Poorly constructed driveways can impact the fire department's ability to
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respond. While a landowner may have saved money in constructing these driveways, a much higher
cost is associated with a structure ftre at a location with limited access as well as an additional risk to
volunteer firefighters who respond.
The community vulnerability score for Structure Fire is 2 and would be considered MEDIUM

PRIORITY.

o

Insect-Borne Illness (Risk Score 10)
Location: Mosquitoes are common throughout Cornwall and the surrounding towns due to the large
acreages of swamp and poorly drained soils. Culiseta Melanura (CM), the specific vector for Eastern
Equine Encephalitis (EEE), lives in hardwood swamps such as the Cornwall Swamp along the Otter
Creek. Trapping efforts funded by the Vermont Agency of Agriculture and the Vermont Department
of Health have identified populations of CM carrying EEE in the Town of Cornwall.
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Extent: The discovery of West Nile Virus (WNV) in mosquito populations in the Addison region and
a 2012 outbreak of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) have elevated the awareness of risks
associated with mosquito bites. Due to the endemic mosquito populations, infection from either of
these arboviruses is highly likely and could result in multiple deaths in the Town of Comwall.
Previous Occurrences: A 2012 EEE outbreak resulted in two deaths in the AddisorVRutland region
due to the disease which was first recorded in animal populations in Vermont in 2010. Unfortunately,
spraying of larvacides for the nuisance species normally conducted by the mosquito control district,
has essentially no effect on this specific EEE carrier. In late summer of 2012, the State of Vermont
conducted targeted aerial spraying of known population centers in an effort to knock down these
populations. While no human cases of EEE were reported in Addison County in 2014, it is assumed
that the disease is endemic in the local mosquito population.

Future Probability: Mild winters and a high water table have lead to an increased population of
mosquitoes which carry WNV and EEE in the State of Vermont. Two conflicting assumptions can be
made to forecast the current trend. If the current global climate change is a temporary spike,
populations of many of these mosquitoes would be expected to be reduced as the trend reverses itself.
On the obverse, if the current trend continues over the next few decades, these and other disease
carrying insect populations will likely increase. This increase in populations will likely result in an
increasing risk to residents.

Vulnerability Summary: Concerns about the hazards related to mosquito bites and the transmission
of diseases resulting from those bites have accelerated in Cornwall over the past few years.
Mosquitoes have been a known nuisance pest and have limited the enjoyment of outdoor activities in
parts of Cornwall for years. ln 2006, the towns of Bridport, Cornwall and Weybridge created the
Lemon Fair Insect Control District to help combat this nuisance problem. Ongoing programs that
monitor populations and spray larvacides have been successful in keeping overall nuisance
populations to within acceptable levels. Recently, however, public concerns have evolved from
nuisance issues to life safety issues associated with two arbovirus types. The Vermont Department of
Health identifies Cornwall within their moderate risk areas for EEE due to the discovery of infected
CM in early October of 2014.
The community vulnerability score for Insect-Borne Illness is 2 and would be considered MEDIUM
PRIORITY. Assuming recent conditions projected forward, there is a high likelihood of occurrence
with a high economic impact to the community.

.@
Location: Generally, two different wildfire fuels can be found within the boundaries of the Town of
Cornwall. The forested areas of town are characterized by fuels found in the duff layer (leaves, fallen
branches, etc.). The agricultural portions of Comwall generally have a fuel base of dried grasses and
shrubs. The entire community is at risk of wildfire during dry periods. Forested areas and open fields
are both most at risk each year in the spring following snow melt and before spring growth has
started.

Extent: Springtime burning of open f,relds has been a longstanding historic practice thought to
improve field fertility. Every few years, these get out of control due to either poor planning or
unexpected winds. Generally, this type of wildfire is limited to a few acres and poses limited threats
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to structures lying close to the fuel source in the path of the fire. Fires in the forest tend to be smaller,
usually limited to under an acre in size. These are generally mitigated by hardwood tree species and
cover on the forest floor.

Past Occurrences: No records of wildfire activity have been found for the Town of Cornwall.
However, the State Agency of Natural Resources keeps track of fires in the entire state. Most
wildfires are never reported to State forestry officials and are therefore not shown in their annual
reports. Based on the period between 2001 and 2010 those reported averaged just under 120 fires
which burned a total of 215 acres.

Vermont Wildfire Statistics
Year
# fires
# Acres
Ave. Size

Addison Coun
Year
# fires
# Acres

2001

2002

189

100

295

146
1.46

1.56

2004

2005

101

86

95

250

2003

95

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

221

118

81

115

95

88

547

254

180

138

164

84

2.91

2.48

2.t5

2.22

1.20

1.73

95

2009

2010

I
t.2

Wildfire Statistics
2006
2
5

2007
4

2008
6

l0

9

10

4.5

Within the past 50 years, forests have been closed to recreation state-wide 3 times due to extreme fire
conditions. While these incidents have not resulted in large-scale damage in the Town of Cornwall,
the conditions existed for widespread forest fires. In addition, an unusually dry spring will often result
in a no-burn proclamation most recently seen in 2009.
Future Probability: The combinations of factors which lead to widespread wildfires usually
coincide with extended drought conditions. Droughts occur every 30-40 years in Vermont and based
on observed patterns, would next be expected in the decade between 2020 and2030. During this
period additional risk for wildfire would exist and an increase in wildfires would also be expected.
an historically active agricultural base, much of the Town of
growing
Cornwall is either forested or
woody plant material in abandoned fields. It is these formerly
farmed areas which tend to atffact subdivisions and new homes. Consequently, many of the newer
structures, in town would fall within an urban/wildfire interface. This increased risk for forest fire due
to proximity is moderated by the so-called'oTeflon Forest" conditions of the Northeastem US. While
moisture levels generally tend to be higher than in the fire-plagued western forests, scattered periods
of drought can increase fire danger levels to Extreme particularly during spring and fall seasons when
dry leaves cover much of the forest floor.

Vulnerability Summary: In spite of

It is becoming increasingly important that residences and essential facilities be constructed with an
eye toward wildfire resistance by establishing no-bum zones around structures and by providing
suitable water supplies for fire fighting to more remote residences.
V/ith a community vulnerability score of 2, wildfire is considered a MEDIUM PRIOzuTY based on a
high likelihood of occuffence and a low overall impact to the community.
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o Large-ScaleHazardous

Material Incident (Risk Score 9)

Location: There are no sites in town that have sufficient types and/or quantities of hazardous
materials to require Tier II reporting, however, several local farms likely store fuels in excess of the
quantities which require reporting. In addition, two local mobile businesses provide agricultural
chemicals and supplies to farmers in retail sized packaging. In aggregate, the quantities could
represent a significant hazard should a multiple package spill occur.
Highway accidents also, could result in a release of hazardous materials and several high accident
locations are identified in the section on Transportation Accidents

Extent:
1000 foot buffer was superimposed over state highways and all class I and2 town roads that
represent a possible impact area should alarge hazardous material spill occur on these highways.
Based on this analysis, there are 242 structures that could be impacted should an incident with a
vehicle carrying HAZMAT occur.

A

Essential facilities which could be impacted by such a spill within the Town of Cornwall are:
o Cornwall Town Hall/Office
o Bingham Memorial School
o Cornwall Fire Stations #l or 2

Previous Occurrences: Large trucks are prone to roll over at certain locations along Routes 125 and
74 in Cornwall. The most recent occuffence of ahazardous environmental spill at one of these
locations was the rollover of a milk tanker in2014. A rollover in20l1 of a box trailer did not contain
hazardous material but easily could have.

Future Probability: With ever-increasing numbers of trucks on Vermont's highways which were
built originally for horse and buggy, a large-scale hazardous material spill is inevitable. Where and
when are the only questions. Both the Comwall highway crew and the Vermont Agency of
Transportation are committed to improving highway safety but the task continues to be
overwhelming.

A fixed site hazardous materials storage location is unlikely to be established in Cornwall in the near
future. With adequate industrial space available in nearby Middlebury, it is likely that any future
needs for such a facility will be accommodated there.
Vulnerability Summary: State highways in Cornwall are used by many trucks headed south and east
out of Middlebury carrying hazardous materials as their payload. While the Cornwall Volunteer Fire
Department has traininginhazardous materials, the entire State of Vermont is highly dependent on
the limited resources of the State's HazMatteam. Fortunately, highway safety is improving both in
alignments of the highways themselves and in safer vehicle designs.
The community risk rating for a Large-Scale Hazardous Materials Incident is 2 and would be
considered MEDIUM PRIORITY.

Droueht (Risk Score 8)
Location: Drought, due to lack of rain resulting in a receding water table is generally a regional issue
due to its widespread nature. Any location within the town could experience drought andlor lowered
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water table. Non-potable water could be pumped from the Lemon Fair or Otter Creek in times
drought but potable water would have limited availability.

of

Extent: Four types of drought are identified in the State of Vermont's Hazard Mitigation Plan:
meteorological, agricultural, hydrological and socioeconomic. Local knowledge indicates dry spells
are periodic in nature and would be considered moderate to severe every 10 years on the average.
Within the Town of Cornwall the most obvious risks associated with drought include drying up of
shallow wells (Hydrological) and reduced productivity of agricultural crops (Agricultural). Lands
bordering Otter Creek would suffer least from a drought due to the ability to pump water from those
sources.
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Previous Occurrences: V/ithin the past 25 years NCDC reported no severe drought events.
However, an extended drought period in the region occurred during the 1960s, when much of
Vermont experienced severe drought in 1964 and extreme drought in 1965 and 1966. The years
following that drought saw the development of several community-owned water systems in towns
along Lake Champlain. In construction of the Tri-Town Water District, a small portion of northwest
Cornwall was provided access. Future drought conditions could result in new calls for a public water
supply in communities like Comwall. Most recently, a dry period in 2000 saw a few residents in the
Addison region without water for several weeks which was finally relieved by fall rains.

Future Probability: Historical records show periods of moderate to severe drought impact Vermont
every 30-40 years with the last occurring during the 1990s. V/ere this pattern to continue, a moderate
to severe drought would be expected sometime in the decade between 2020 and2030.

Vulnerability Summary: Residents depending on shallow wells always run the risk of them drying
up in droughty years. When these wells do dry up, residents tend to depend on a neighbor's water
supply or another nearby water source. Following occuffences such as that, an increase in well
drilling can often be observed in the Addison region. The limiting factor in drilling a deep well is
usually the cost of the drilling itself. Direct costs of drought conditions tend to be borne by individual
residents and therefore are difficult to track accurately.

With a community vulnerability score of

.

would be considered LOV/ PRIORITY based on
a moderate overall impact to the community with a relatively common period of occurrence.
HishwavÆransportation Accidents (Risk Score 8)
Location: The Town recognizes that certain locations along town and state highways are High Crash
Locations (HCL). Three HCLs have been identified in the Town of Cornwall through police and
VTrans reports:
o Route #125 at the Lemon Fair bridge
o Route #30 at the Cider Mill Road intersection
o Route #30 south of Parkhill Road
1, drought
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Additional frequent accident locations were identif,red by members

of the hazard mitigation

committee which did not show up on the State of Vermont's database:
o Route #74by Evergreen Lane and the Cemetery
o Route #125 and Cider Mill Road intersection
o Parkhill Road and South Bingham Street intersection
o Clark Road and Swamp Road

Cornwall

'

Labels

-

-

High Crash Locations: 2006-2010

indicate "Total Number of Crashes" w¡thin the S-year period
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Extent: Each of the identified hazardous locations has the possibility of hosting afatal accident. If a
severe accident or roll-over were to occur involving a vehicle carrying hazardous material, residents
located within 1,000 feet may need to be evacuated. While many hazardous products would pose life
threatening conditions for only a short period of time, others could cause severe and lasting
environmental degradation.

Cornwall Transportation Accident Locations (Identified by Committee)
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Previous Occurrences: Reports from the Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department indicate that calls for
auto accidents occur at arate four times as often as structure fires. Annual Town Reports include
photos of fire department responses to truck rollovers along state highways. While firm figures are
not available, anecdotal reports indicate that truck rollovers occur on average at least once per year.

Future Probability: Even with improved highway safety efforts by the Agency of Transportation
and the local road crew, it is likely that highway accidents including truck roll-overs will continue.
Increased levels of traffic along Routes 30,I25, and74 will result in increased numbers and severity
of accidents as well.

Vulnerability Summary: Increased traffic, higher speeds, and the likelihood of ahazardous material
cargo all factor into the Town of Cornwall's vulnerability to a high impact transportation accident.
Fortunately the town and state continue to improve highway safety as well as provide a trained cadre
of responders. Because of these ongoing actions, the community vulnerability rating for Highway/
Transportation Accidents is 1 and would be considered LOW PRIORITY.

o

Earthquake (Risk Score 8)
Location: Surprising as it is to some, all of Vermont, including the Town of Cornwall, is classif,red as
an area with "moderate" seismic activity. This can be compared to the west coast of the U.S., which
is classified as "very high" and the north-central states classified as "very low." Located in the
Champlain Valley, Cornwall is at higher risk for earthquake than some other areas. Though an
ancient "rift" fault known as "The Ledges" is visible in Cornwall, the rift occurred millions of years
ago and is considered basically inactive.
Extent: Based on information provided by the Vermont Geological Survey, Department of
Environmental Conservation, Agency of Natural Resources, HAZUS outputs for the region are
summarized as follows:
The Middlebury Once-in-5O0 year earthquake (5.7 magnitude) could cause significant damage in
Addison County. The Goodnow, NY Once-in-5O0 year earthquake (6.6 magnitude) could cause
shaking just above the lower limit for building damage. The Montreal, Quebec (6.8 magnitude) and
the Tamworth, NH (6.2 magnitude) Once-in-500 year earthquakes probably would not cause damage
in Addison County. Only the loss data from the Middlebury and Goodnow events are shown below:

Middlebury Scenario (5.7 magnitude, 1/500 yr):

'

Building damage - HAZUS estimates that over 1600 buildings will receive at least moderate
damage. This is a little more than l3o/o of the total number of buildings in the county. (I3% of
buildings in Cornwall would be 67). HAZUS also estimates that region-wide, all essential
facilities (hospital, schools, police stations and fire stations will receive at least moderate
damage. 4 families would be predicted to be displaced from their homes and will need
temporary shelter in Cornwall.
Transportation & utility systems - HAZUS estimates overall minor disruption of the
transportation and utility systems. However, over 9000 households in the region are expected
to be without electrical power for up to three days.
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Casualties - Minimal casualties are also expected with less than twenty-five requiring medical
attention and less than three needing hospitalization in the region.
I

Economic loss - Direct building losses are estimated at > $83 million and business intemrption
losses are expected to be as much as $105 million. HAZUS estimates that although there was
minimal damage to the transportation system the loss would still be close to $15 million.
Approximately $4.4 million would be needed to repair damaged communications systems.

Goodnow Scenario (6.6 magnitude, l/500 yr)::

.

Building damage -HAZUS estimates that over 600 buildings will receive at least moderate
damage. This is a little more than 5% of the total number of buildings in the county. (5% of
buildings in Cornwall would be26) HAZUS also estimate that all essential facilities (hospital,
schools, police stations and fire stations in the region will receive at least moderate damage.2
families are predicted to be displaced from their homes and will need temporary shelter.
Transportation & utility systems - HAZUS estimates minimal disruption of the transportation
and utility systems. However, over 4000 households are expected to be without electrical
power for up to three days in the region.
Casualties - Minimal casualties are also expected with less than six requiring medical attention
and only one needing hospitalization.

Economic loss - Direct building losses are estimated at > $17 million and business intemrption
losses are expected to be as much as $24 million. HAZUS estimates that although there was
minimal damage to the transportation system the loss would still be close to $3.6 million.
Approximately $0.9 million would be needed to repair damaged communications systems.

Previous Occurrences: Sixty-three known or possible earthquakes have been centered in Vermont
since 1843 (Ebel, et al 1995). The two strongest recorded quakes measured in Vermont were of a
magnitude 4.1 on the Richter scale. One was centered in Swanton and occurred on July 6, 1943, and
the second occurred in 1962 in nearby Middlebury. The Swanton quake caused little damage, but the
Middlebury quake did result in broken windows, cracked plaster and falling objects (VEM, 1995).
Earthquakes centered outside the state have also occasionally been felt in Vermont. Twin quakes of
5.5 occurred in New Hampshire in 1940. In 1988, an earthquake with a magnitude 6.2 on the Richter
scale took place in Saguenay, Quebec and caused shaking in the northem two thirds of Vermont
(Ebel, et al 1995).

In May 2001 and again in the summer of 2010, earthquakes in the 5.0-5.5 range have been felt in
Cornwall with epicenters in New York and Quebec respectively.

Future Probability: The USGS database shows there is a2.26% probability of an earthquake
measuring 5.0 or above within 3l miles of the Town of Cornwall in the next 50 years.

Vulnerability Summary: The Cornwall Hazard Mitigation Committee scored Earthquake hazard a
risk score of 8 resulting in a vulnerability score of 1. Residents of the community do not generally
consider earthquake to be a high enough risk to require preparing for one. This results in little or no
preparedness should an earthquake occur. V/ith a community vulnerability score of 1, earthquakes
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would be considered LOW PRIORITY based on a low probability of a significant event in any given
year but with a high overall impact to infrastructure should a significant event occur.
Regional Historical Earthquake Records
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I)am Failure (Risk Score 8)
Location: Cornwall has 4 dams identified in the State's dam inventory database. These are:
Comwall #1 located on Douglas Road, Norinberg,located off South Bingham Street, Kirk,located
off Tulley Road and Perry-Jackson, located off Route #125.
Extent: Though small enough to not require emergency planning by the State of Vermont,
individually, if any of these dams were to experience catastrophic failure, the impacts on downstream
infrastructure would be significant. Downstream impacts of a dam failure would likely be failed
culverts with lessening impacts at distances further from the dam site. These dams have a collective
surface area of 32 acres with the largest being the Perry-Jackson pond at 25 acres. Of the dams
identified by the hazard mitigation committee, only the Perry-Jackson dam located in northeastern
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Cornwall rises to the level of "SignificantHazard Potential" on the State of VT dam database. The
earthen dam was built in 1988 and has a I .23 sqmi drainage area that feeds it. Used primarily for
recreation, the catastrophic failure of this dam could result in severe downstream damages to State
Route 125.
Previous Occurrences: There is no history of catastrophic dam failure in the Town of Cornwall.
Historic records indicate that due to the topography of the area, early settlers found few locations
where the effort needed to dam the water courses in town were justified by the resultant water power.
This poor water po\¡/er resource has never resulted in construction of dams which would be prone to
catastrophic failure.

Cornwall Dam Locations (as identified by local committee)
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Future probability: Torrential rains as are forcasted in the future due to climate change could result
in catastrophic failure of any of the known dams in Cornwall. Close monitoring of the Perry-Jackson
Dam by state officials should lessen the risks that it would fail unexpectedly and allow for gradual
draining if issues with the dam structure were to be found.

Vulnerability Summary: Overall, the Town of Cornwall is at limited risk to dam failure that would
cause severe damages. Only the Perry-Jackson Dam has the real potential for major damage to Route
125 should a catastrophic failure occur. The remaining dams located in town would only result in
minor road washouts should a failure occur.

The community vulnerability rating for Dam Failure is 1 and would be considered LOW
PRIORITY.
a

Location: All of the Town of Cornwall is at risk to damages caused by Invasive Insects. The primary
concems statewide in 2015 are the impacts of Emerald Ash Borer and the Asian Longhorned Beetle
should they gain entrance into the State of Vermont. Many target tree species are located throughout
Cornwall.
Exent: A major infestation of Emerald Ash Borer would have the effect of killing ash trees
throughout Comwall. White ash is a common landscape tree and is found in the wild throughout
town. Ash is a valuable tree species for hardwood lumber though it is not extensively harvested in
Cornwall.

A major infestation of Asian Longhorned Beetle would be catastrophic to the local maple sugar
industry since Sugar Maple is its preferred host. While maple sugaring is not alarge economic driver
in Cornwall, the impacts due to the loss of maples in the landscape would have a huge impact on fall
foliage and the tourism industry throughout Vermont
Previous Occurrences: To date, no examples of either Aisian Longhorned Beetle or Emerald Ash
Borer have been found in Vermont. Most informed foresters, however, feel the ash borer is probably
already in Vermont. The surrounding states of New York New Hampshire, Massachusetts and the
province of Quebec all currently have resident populations of the ash borer.
The longhomed beetle is being battled extensively in neighboring Massachusetts where discovery
beetles results in removal of all host species for miles around.

of

Future Probability: Both invasives are expected to eventually reach Vermont. The ash borer in
particular is expected within the next year or so. The state is currently encouraging communities to
begin identifying specimen ash trees for treatment and is encouraging alternate landscape plantings.
Communities are also being encouraged to begin to build a"war chest" to fund hazardous tree
removals on municipal property.
With any luck and with an aggressive response if the longhorned beetle is discovered in Vermont,
populations will be able to be kept under control.
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Vulnerability Summary: Comwall itself is probably unable to have much of an impact if either of
these species is found within the town boundaries. They will be highly dependent on state and
possibly federal assistance should a major infestation occur. Statewide, Vermont's maple industry
could collapse and that signature product could cease to exist if aggressive actions are not taken to
combat and prevent an infestation of the longhorned beetle.
This hazard is relatively unknown and the committee community vulnerability rating for Invasive
Species was scored at 1. This would be considered LOW PRIORITY.

o LandslideÆrosion

lJazard (Risk Score 7)
Location: Landslide/erosion issues are generally limited to erosive actions of high water on
riverbanks in town. The banks of Otter Creek along the Cornwall Swamp and the banks of the Lemon
Fair are at the most at risk for erosion associated with river channel movements. One ongoing gradual
slump which has affected a portion of Route #125 east of the Lemon Fair Bridge has been observed.

Extent: The ongoing erosion of the river banks in town along the Otter Creek and the Lemon Fair
will not pose much of a problem to existing structures unless the erosion somehow advances along
bridge abutments. If bridge abutments are undermined by the erosive actions of a changing channel
alignment, it is possible to have a bridge failure.
Past Occurrences: No known instances of catastrophic landslide/erosion events have been found.
The Route 125 slump has been ongoing for many years. The State has applied patches to the area to
retain the level of the highway in this location over the years. The latest fix, applied in 2010, seemed
initially to have stabilized the issue but recent observations indicate the slump is still active.

Future Probability: Much of the erosion susceptible property along the rivers and their floodplains
are in agricultural use and not currently at risk. However, future development in floodplains near river
banks is still possible due to the limited protections adopted by Cornwall to meet the requirements for
the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).

Vulnerability Summary: Due to the generally rolling terrain, the Town of Cornwall is at limited risk
for landslide/erosion hazards. Because of the easy access to the natural floodplain by flood waters,
they rarely are constricted enough to create the conditions which would cause a rapid realignment of
any river channels. There is limited risk associated with slumps in Cornwall though one has been
observed in one location. It is possible that conditions exist elsewhere in the community for slumping
but at this point, no additional locations have been identified where a slump would affect public or
private infrastructure.
The community vulnerability rating for Landslide/Erosion Hazard is I and would be considered LOW
PRIOzuTY. The communities risk could change depending on future development since the area
most susceptible to erosion is not currently protected by NFIP-based bylaws.

o Pandemic

- (Risk Score 7)
Location: The risk for a future pandemic exists throughout the world and at any point in time,
pandemic conditions are present somewhere in the world. Cornwall is as much at risk for pandemic
as any other locations.
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Extent: A pandemic caused by HlNl was extensively exercised in Vermont and the nation Ln2004
and 2005 in anticipation of its coming. This scenario indicated as much as 600/o of the residents in
Vermont could be infected and unable to perform their jobs for an extended period of time. Such an
event would severely tax local medical facilities in neighboring Middlebury as well as drastically
limit the ability of a town to perform basic functions of highway maintenance, fire protection and
operations in general.
Previous Occurrences: Pandemics have occurred worldwide since the beginning of time. Within
the past century, the 1918 influenza outbreak was the most severe and resulted in thousands of
deaths. More recently, the Hong Kong flu outbreak of the 1960s and swine flu in the early 1990s
have threatened populations worldwide.

Future Probability: The most dangerous of diseases are the result of humans living in close
quarters with animals. Tight quarters invite transference between animal (bird, swine) hosts and
human caretakers. Past examples have included avian flu, HIV, Ebola and others. Because these
mutated viruses are unfamiliar to humans, there is little resistance resulting in rapid spread of the
disease. These conditions are not expected to change, especially in developing countries.

Vulnerability Summary: Public health experts are constantly monitoring diseases worldwide to
discover newly emerging diseases. The hope is that early detection will allow enough time for
appropriate treatments or vaccines to be developed. When new diseases are discovered the CDC is
quite active in increased public awareness activities. State health officials are also quite proactive
and work well with Town Health Officers whose job is to manage response at the local level. In spite
of this structure, mutations can emerge at any point in time or location and until there are treatments,
towns remain at high risk for reduction or cessation of public services in spite of all COOP/COG
plans in place.
The community vulnerability rating for Pandemic is I and would be considered LOW PRIORITY
mostly due to the inability of the town to have much impact beyond that which is already in place
nationwide..

o Inundation Floodins

(Risk Score 6) 44CFR 201.6(cX2X¡¡)
Location: The Town of Cornwall is most susceptible to inundation flooding in the mapped
floodplains along Otter Creek, the Lemon Fair and their tributaries. This area includes the Swamp
Road which crosses Otter Creek into Salisbury.

Extent: FIRM flood maps, digitized 1n2006 by ACRPC and E91l points as documented by the
E911 database were compared digitally and where the two sets of data intersect, there are no

State

structures in the town that are potentially vulnerable to flooding. Data on the Flood-Ready Vermont
website complied by the Agency of Natural Resources indicate a single structure meets these same
requirements. Unfortunately, the quality of the FEMA map products in this area coupled with
inconsistencies in digitally scanning those maps results in this discrepancy. As one of 517 residences
in town, the overall impact to the town should this home be located in the floodplain and destroyed
due to flood, would be less than two tenths of one percent of the Cornwall grant list. This would
represent a possible loss of $6,300 in tax revenue to the town should the property fall into an

"average" value.
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Damages within the Town of Cornwall are usually limited to the closure of Swamp Road when
waters rise. Once waters have subsided, it is usually a matter of clearing away debris which has
settled on the road from the flooding. Increased commuting times are the primary issue when the
road is closed due to high water. Wetland restoration by the Nature Conservancy and others
consisting of plugging drainage ditches in the Cornwall Swamp area promises to extend Swamp
Road closures by retaining flood waters longer.

Past Occurrences: The Addison Region has experienced2I flooding events over the past 25 years
with reportable damages. The highest record of damages experienced during that period was
$250,000 in Panton in20l1. During the 25 year period an estimated $570,000 in property damages
were incurred.
The town's lack of at-risk structures can be heavily attributed to the topographic conditions
surrounding the Lemon Fair and Otter Creek. Both of these rivers have extensive floodplains which
have, over the years, not been compromised by human interference. These floodplains effectively
mitigate damages by slowing currents in these rivers and by reducing the levels of flooding
experienced. Otter Creek was an exceptional example of this following tropical storm Irene when
flooding all along the river downstream of Rutland resulted in very limited damages.

The Town of Cornwall has been hit with 3 of these presidentially declared disasters in the past 10
years (August 2008, September 20ll and May of 2012) as aresult of flooding. Reimbursements for
the 2008 and2012 storms totaled over $44,000 and the final tally for work completed following
tropical storm Irene in 2011 has yet to be determined.

Future Probability: Since the desirability of a "home on the water" is quite high, pressure to develop
additional lands within floodplains is increasing. V/hile current long-term residents of Cornwall
generally know better than to build on any floodplain that floods every few years, newcomers to town
could view these locations as desirable. Given the poor quality of the FIRMs serving the Town of
Cornwall, it is not hard to imagine the incremental process of filling in the natural floodplain to
elevate new homes. While these new homes would be considered safe from flooding, the impacts of
lands both upstream and downstream would likely put additional infrastructure at risk.

Vulnerability Summary: The Town of Comwall, in its historic development patterns,

is relatively
flood-safe. There are effectively no residences currently at risk due to inundation flooding in town
and risks associated with public infrastructure are limited to bridges and seasonal flooding of Swamp
Road.

Unfortunately, limitations for development in floodplains provided by base NFIP standards subsidize
growth in a mapped floodplain and may not sufficiently address the hazards associated with
proximity to the river. In addition to an increased demand for development, the Town is limited in its
ability to effectively regulate the mapped flood areas due to the overall poor quality of the available
FIRMs. These factors leave the door wide open to increasing the town's overall vulnerability to
inundation flooding.
The community vulnerability score of I for inundation flooding is a LOW PRIORITY based on the
highly likely occurrence of an incident with only an isolated extent and minor impacts.
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5. Community Mitigation Strategies
5.1 Hazard Mitigation Goals by Hazard Type 44CFR 201.6(cX3X¡)
Eachhazard type identified in Section 1.4 "Community Risk Assessment" can be mitigated depending on the
willingness to do so at the local, state or federal level. For example, the mitigation of flood damage is
basically a simple fix: don't allow anything in the floodplain that can't afford to be lost, and when it is lost,
don't replace it. This would include all forms of infrastructure whether it be homes, highways, dams or
croplands. Unfortunately, political will can rarely stand up to the simplicity of mitigation.
The Town of Cornwall has identified that its goals forhazard mitigation are to reduce and/or avoid all long
and short term vulnerabilities to the hazards identified in section 4.3.In doing so, it also recognizes that
political will and lack of funding stand in the way of many mitigation projects. The town particularly
supports local residents' efforts to mitigate their personal risks. The Town also supports projects that lead to
a positive benefit vs. cost evaluation and which the voters can afford.

Identified l-;lazard
Widespread Power Failure
Flash Flood
Winter Storm/Ice Storm
Hieh Winds
Liehtnine
Structure Fire
Insect-Borne Disease

Wildfire
Large-Scal e }lazMat Incidents

Drought
Transportation Accident
Earthquake
Dam Failure
Invasive Species
LandslideiErosion
Pandemic

Inundation Flooding

Goal
Ensure that essential services can function during disaster
Reduce loss of infrastructure due to flash floodine
Ensure that essential services can function during disaster
Ensure that essential services can function during disaster
Protect the health and safety of the public
Protect the health and safety of the public

Provide for the outdoor recreational safety of the public
Protect the health and safety of the public
Ensure that highway improvements result in safer conditions
Ensure that all new and existing residences are drought resistant
Ensure that highway improvements result in safer conditions
Protect existing and new properties and structures
Protect the health and safety of the pubhc
Reduce impacts to residents and local industry
Reduce loss of infrastructure due to eroslon
Protect the health and safety of the public
Protect existing floodplain from development

5.2 Authorities, Policies, Programs, Resources (and the ability to expand upon these) 44cFR 20r.6(c)(3)

Authorities of Town Officials:
Selectboard: The Selectboard is responsible for the basic administration of the town. They take care
of roads, make appointments to other boards and commissions, and authorize expenditures of voted
budgets. The selectboard may enact ordinances and rules in many areas including traffic regulation,
regulating nuisances, managing solid waste, dogs and recreation, and establishing bike paths.
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Planning Commission: The Planning Commission is responsible for long range planning in a town
particularly as it relates to future land uses. They prepare a municipal plan and zoning bylaws which
are adopted by the Selectboard. Planning Commission members are elected for three year terms.
Conservation Commission: The Town Conservation Commission is responsible for inventories of the
natural resources of a town and making recommendations to the Planning Commission related to
conserving them. Conservation Commission members are appointed by the Selectboard.

Zoning Administrator: The Zoning Administrator (ZA) is appointed by the town's Selectboard with
consideration given to the recommendation of the planning commission. The ZAs responsibilities
include administration and enforcement of a town's zoning bylaws, The ZA in Cornwall also serves
as the administrator of town floodplain regulations.
Tree Warden: The Town Tree Warden is responsible for the shade and ornamental trees within the
town rights-of-way. The Tree Warden oversees tree health and removal when necessary. The tree
warden is appointed by the Selectboard.

Fire Warden: The Town Forest Fire'Warden has the responsibility for suppression of wildland fires,
regulating open burning in the town by issuing burn permits, and wildfire education/prevention. The
Town Fire Warden is appointed by the state Commissioner of Forests, Parks and Recreation with
approval by the town's Selectboard.
Health Officer: The Town Health Officer is the executive officer of the local Board of Health. A local
board of health may make and enforce rules and regulations...relating to the prevention, removal, or
destruction of public health hazards and the mitigation of public health risks. The Town Health
Offrcer is appointed by the Commissioner of Health with approval by the local Selectboard. They
take direction from the state Department of Health in investigation and enforcement of public health
issues.

Emerqency Management Director or Coordinator: By default, a town's Selectboard chair is the
to\ryn's emergency management director (EMD) unless one is appointed. Many communities retain
the authorities of an EMD within the Selectboard and appoint an emergency coordinator instead. The
emergency management coordinator is responsible for the administration and operation of the local
emergency managemerÍ orgarization. Emergency management coordinators prepare local emergency
operations plans, coordinate a local emergency management group and perform emergency
management functions at the local level.

Current policies, programs, resources and the ability to expand on these for identified hazards:

All Hazards:
The Town of Cornwall's Emergency Management Network is a well organized and active presence
in Cornwall. Their mitigation strategy includes increasing the awareness of all hazards planning, and
promoting preparedness in the school.

Widespread Power Failure
Many private residences have back-up power sources and essential Town facilities like the Town
Hall/Ofhce and Town Garage have been retrofitted in recent years.
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As population growth and housing expands along remote road corridors, increasing reliance on
dependable power by the new homeowners requires changes in line maintenance. Green Mountain
Power (GMP), the utility servicing the Town of Comwall has an ongoing program of line clearing
and relocation to ensure outages are kept to a minimum. In addition, recent improvements to the
transmission system in northwest Vermont have provided redundant systems to bring electric power
to the region.
The Town of Cornwall supports continued development of a robust and redundant local electric
generation and transmission system for its residents. This support is limited to that which can prove
that the benef,rt to local residents outweighs the societal costs associated with industrial generation
and transmission degradation of the local landscape.

Flash Flood
The Town of Cornwall adopted the2013 version of road and bridge standards as recoÍìmended by
VT AOT on3ll8l20l4. These standards address road and bridge construction, are designed to
mitigate local traffic issues and are particularly designed to mitigate potential damages due to
flooding and flash flooding. The standards address culvert sizing, ditch treatments and driveway
access to reduce flood-caused erosion. The adopted standards are attached as Annex F ofthis
mitigation plan.
The town supports the Vermont Culvert Database VOBCIT by updating records whenever they
replace or upgrade culverts.

Winter Storm/Ice Storm
Mitigation activities by power companies have re-routed many of the remote lines along town
highways since a 1998 ice storm and an increased pruning effort has reduced the impact of a similar
event would it happen today.
The Town of Cornwall generally mitigates its winter storm risk through preparedness activities in
the form of appropriately sized equipment and training. The cutting of brush along town highways
also mitigates the effects of large winter storm events by reducing their ability to act as snow fence
dropping windblown snow into the town highway system. Reduced brush also mitigates snow storms
by allowing space to plow snow off the roads.

All improvements to the road system take into account ease of snow removal in design
Hieh Winds
Residents of the Town generally do not recognize high wind as ahazard which can be mitigated with
the exception of the effects previously discussed under widespread power failure.

Newly constructed buildings may have tie downs between roof and side walls but no building codes
exist within the community that require construction to any particular standard.
V/here high wind hazards have been recognized, it is usually a function of damage that might be
if a tree were to be blown over and its effect on a resident's home. For this reason, some trees
are removed from the landscape to reduce their vulnerability to high wind events. The Town of
Cornwall supports removal of dead andhazardous trees in the town right-of-ways to mitigate the
hazards associated with their falling either on town highways or on power lines.
caused
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Liehtnins
The town has mitigated potential damage to some Town-owned structures due to lightning strike by
installing lightning rods to channel the electrical energy directly to ground rather than through the
structure's electrical system.

Most larger privately owned structures in vulnerable locations have similarly installed lightning rod
systems to protect them from lightening strike with the encouragement from insurance companies
and extension agents.
The Town has no adopted building standards which would require this action but feels the risk to
private residences should be borne by residents on an individual basis.

Structure Fire
Installation of dry hydrants at water supply locations can increase the availability of and speed in
which water can be accessed for firefighting purposes. The Town of Cornwall supports installation
of these hydrants as funding permits and suitable locations can be identified.
Actions identihed under the Drought hazard would also mitigate structure fire and wildfire risk in
future developments.

Insect-Borne lllness
Cornwall has a high percentage of its land mass in frequently flooded soils and abandoned
farmlands. These lands are home to insects, some of which also carry arboviruses. The town is a
member of the Lemon Fair Insect Control District and annually contributes tax money toward the
district's efforts to keep insect populations in check.
The Town supports efforts by the Vermont Department of Health in educating the population by
making handouts available at the town office and by supporting the educational efforts of the town's
health officers.

\ilildfire
Cornwall has an active fire warden who requires permits prior to any outdoor burning in the town.
This process includes site visits to a proposed burn site and a subsequent issuance of a permit.
Enforcement is usually limited to a warning if the fire seems lit out of ignorance and can result in
fines if the fire department is called out.
The town has no guidelines for home construction in place that would limit the risk to wildfire in
Cornwall. Actions taken as described above should limit the setting of uncontrolled outdoor fires and
should result in an overall limited risk. Fire ponds may be required in larger developments, which
should mitigate future fire risk in those developments.

Larse-Scale Hazardous Materials Incident
A representative from the Town of Cornwall is an active member of the Local Emergency Planning
Committee in planning forhazardous materials incidents.
The nearby Town of Middlebury is host to a regional HazMat Decontamination trailer, providing
mitigation through proximity of response resource.
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The Town zoningbylaws section 521 specifically limits storage of explosives and requires
conditional use review by the Board of Adjustment prior to a permit being issued. In addition, Town
zoning bylaws limit storage of hazardous materials or any other materials in the mapped floodplain.

Drousht
Most homeowners with shallow wells have learned to live with the inconvenience of dry spells by
purchasing bottled water and using public toilets and laundries for the short periods they would be
without a dependable water supply. When the inconvenience has become too much, many of these
homeowners have mitigated the problem by drilling deep wells. Increasingly, home mortgages are
requiring a dependable deep well water supply as a condition of a loan.

Agricultural activities highly dependent on water such as fruit and vegetable crops can be severely
impacted by lack of rain. Most of these businesses have mitigated the effects of periodic droughts by
providing irrigation systems. Other farms, dependent on crops to feed livestock rather than humans,
are highly impacted by low water supplies and may be dependent on a USDA disaster declaration to
find relief.
Reduced water supplies also impact the community's fire fighting capabilities. Since no public water
supply is available, the fire department is highly dependent on surface water supplies for fire
fighting. The Cornwall Volunteer Fire Department is active in installing dry hydrants in deep water
ponds and streams to make access to water easier within the Town of Cornwall. As housing

continues to expand into rural areas, the potential lack of a dependable water supply for fighting fire
is becoming an issue.

As a mitigation measure shared with structure fire and wildfire, future development may need to be
required to provide fire ponds as part of an impact assessment. Cornwall's current subdivision
regulations call for "adequate" water supply to be provided for any subdivision.

Transportation Accidents
A representative from the town sits on the local Transportation Advisory Committee, a regional
group whose purpose is to prioritize potential transportation related projects within the region. This
group rates High Crash Locations (HCL) highly in prioritizing projects to mitigate the risks
associated with these locations by changing alignments, adding signage, and reducing speed limits.
Earthquake
Despite the probability of an earthquake within the next 50 years, most town residents do not even
attempt to mitigate its hazard.
The Town of Cornwall has also not identified earthquake as a hazard it feels is imminent enough to

justiff much in the way of mitigation actions.
Dam Failure
The Town of Cornwall does not generally address dam failure mitigation in its day-to-day activities
leaving the protection of the public up to State dam safety inspectors. Since the most catastrophic
dam failure would primarily impact the state highway, mitigation actions have been left up to the
State and Federal authorities.
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The Town Planning Commission has considered writing of water impoundment construction
standards into its zoning regulations. The intent of such standards would be to limit the volume
water which could be stored in a man-made impoundment and therefore limit risk.

of

Invasive Species (Insectsl
The Town of Cornwall has an active tree warden appointed annually to oversee the publicly owned
trees located in the Town's right-of-way. The elected Road Commissioner is usually appointed to fill
this position due to the ability to evaluate dangerous andlor diseased trees along with their town
highway duties.
Unhealthy or hazardous trees are removed on a regular basis. Any drastic increase in tree deaths due
to invasives may need to be budgeted for separately from the highway budget should the need arise.

LandslideÆrosion Hazard
Unfortunately, the relatively short lives (compared to geologic time) of property owners lead them
toward the belief that the river has always been stable and that it is poor management that causes
channel migration rather than the unstoppable forces of nature.
In the most current Town Plan, adoptedin2}Il, the town planning commission indicates a desire to
reduce the erosion of river banks and the resultant sedimentation which cause nutrient loading into
the river systems. By encouraging vegetative buffers along riverbanks it is believed that future
erosion will be reduced.

Adoption of zoning regulations which would require a buffer along all riverbanks is an acceptable
option but could be difficult to adopt as property owners often do not recognize the threats
associated with river channel migration over time.
Pandemic
The Town of Cornwall has an active Town Health Officer who also serves as a member of the
town's emergency management network. The Town Health Officer is active in training opportunities
offered by the VT Department of Health including pandemic preparedness when it has been offered.

Inundation Floodins
The Town has been a member in good standing of the NFIP for over 30 years. There are no
identified "Repetitive Loss" properties located in Comwall. One flood insurance policy is in effect
for a residence in the town located outside of the identified flood hazard zone. This property is
currently insured for $350,000.
The Town supports continued compliance with the NFIP and would support Community Rating
System (CRS) improvements where the benefits to the town's residents would outweigh the costs
additional administration and compliance.

of

5.3 Project Prioritization Process
Projects and actions included in Section 5.2 are generally supported by the Town of Comwall or
regional and State agencies where noted. The Town encourages its residents to adopt mitigation
actions which could protect their personal property by making educational materials available to
residents. Many of these potential actions are contained in Annex C as mitigation measures for
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individuals Mitigation actions identified in Section 5.4, however, are considered the jurisdiction's
priority mitigation actions. These actions/projects are constantly evaluated for benefit to the
community, estimated project cost and political will to implement and will be implemented as those
factors indicate. The actions identified in Section 5.4 under eachhazard have passed a preliminary
evaluation utilizing those general concepts by the hazard mitigation committee, and are listed in their
order of priority. Before undertaking these projects, they will additionally be prioritized based on
their feasibility and a benefit vs. cost review. A minimum C/B result of 1.0 will be required prior to
any request for federal mitigation funds. Annex D identifies only some of the available programs
which can help to fund some of these actions/projects. All projects in section 5.4 will be reviewed for
progress following any local disaster declaration and will be considered annually as part of overall
town budgeting.

5.4 Proposed Mitisation Actions and Projects by Hazard Type 44GFR 20r.6(c)(3)(ii)
In developing the following list of proposed mitigation actions and projects, care was taken to include
only those projects which could be considered reasonable and feasible based primarily on cost and
political willingness. In the event of a presidentially declared disaster, the town will access FEMA
406 Mitigation funds as part of its standardrepairlreimbursement process.
Each project in this action plan includes an estimated cost, possible funding sources, the lead person

responsible for completion of the project and an estimated timeframe for project
completion. Timeframes are indicated as Short Term (1-2 years), Medium Term (2-4 years) and Long
Term (> 4 years)

or agency

All Hazards
Institute an EM preparedness/Fire Safety education program in the school
Estímated cost: 8200-83 00
Source of Funds: Town Emergency Mønøgement, School Budget
Responsibilíty: Town EM Coordinøtor/Fíre Dept
Timefrøme: Q3- 2019
BeneJits: increased prepøredness awareness brought home.
Purchase EBS/|{OAA emergency radios for use in appropriate locations throughout town

Estimuted cost: $200-8300
Source of Funds: Town Emergency Management Budget
Responsibility : Town EM Coordinator
Timeframe: Q3 2019
Benejïts : Early warning allows evacuøtion/protective actíons
Prepare an agricultural emergency response plan for local farms

Estìmøted cost: 8200-8300
Source of Funds: Town Emergency Management Budget
Responsíbílíty : Town EM Coordinøtor
Timeframe: Q2-2018
Beneft,ts: Reduced rßk to catastrophíc impacts to Ag economy
Conduct drills and exercises to test plans
Estimated cost: 80
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Source of Funds: Volunteer tíme
Responsìbility: Town Emergency Mønøger/Fire Dept
Timeframe: Q1-2016
B eneJits : Conftrmed viabìlíty of pløns

Widespread Power Failure
In future requests for Right of Way usage for maintenance purposes, the Town will normally grant
access. Due consideration in granting these permissions will be given when such access will
adversely impact scenic corridors and residents desires to keep the beauty of tree-lined streets and
roads.

Estìmøted cost: 80
Source of Funds: None needed
Resp onsib ility : S elect b o ard
Timefrøme: Q3 2015-Q2 2020
Beneftts: reduced outøges ønd øssociated damages
Explore back-up power options for the Bingham Memorial School
Estímøted cost: 8 I 5,000-82 0,000
Source of Funds: Town General Fund, HMGP
Responsibílíty: Emergency Manøger, School Board, ACSU
Timeframe: QI 2016 start
BeneJits: Viabilíty as shelter, reduced dømøgesfromfrozen pipes
Flash Flood
The following specific road projects have been identif,red which will serve to mitigate the effects of
flash flooding in the road network system to be implemented as funding allows. All identified
culvert and bridge replacements are subject to the State of Vermont's stream alteration permit
system and the codes and standards adopted by the Town of Cornwall.

o

State Route 125 box culvert replacement/rebuild (Beaver Brook)

Estímated cost: 83 00,000-400,000
Source offands: Støte highway budget/HMGP
Responsibility: Ioint Road Commßsioner, Selectboørd, VTrøns
Timeframe: Q4 2015
Benelits: øbility to wíthstand 825 event

.

Upgrade cross culverts from Trombley to Gorton properties on Vy'est Street
Estímated cost: 820,000- 60,000
Source offunds: Town híghwøy budget/HMGP
Responsibílíty: Ioínt Roød Commßsioner and Selectboørd
Tìmeframe: Q3 2015 start
BeneJits: Abili$ tu withstand Q25 event

o Upgrade and lengthen 3ft culvert

south of Bolduc Farm on West Street
Estimated cost: 8l 0,000
Sou,rce offunds: Town highway budget/HMGP
Responsíbilíty: Joínt Road Commßsioner and Selectboard
Timeframe: Q3 2015 størt
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Beneftts: Ab¡l¡ty to withstønd Q25 event

.

Upgrade 30" culvert South of Payne Farm on V/est Street
Estìmated cost: $5,000
Source offunds: Town highway budger/HMGP
Responsibílíty: Joint Road Commßsioner snd Selectboard
Timefrøme: Q3 2015 størt
BeneJits: Reduced dømøges ín Q25 event

o Upgrade

and lengthen 18" culvert west of Beaver Brook bridge on Speny Road
Estimøted cost: 85,000
Source offunds: Town highway badger/HMGP
Responsìbility: Joint Road Commßsioner and Selectboørd
Tímefrøme: Q3 2015 størt
BeneÍits: Reducedflood dømagesfor Q25 event

o Add an additional culvert at the multi-plate

culvert west of the asphalt on W'ooster Road

Estimated cost: 8 I 0,000
Source offunds: Town highway budget/IIMGP
Responsibility: Ioínt Road Commßsioner and Selectboard
Tímeframe: Q3 2019 start
Benejits: Reduced likelihood of overtoppìng ín heøvy raíns

.

Add

a

4' culvert east of Evergreen Lane on Clark Road
Estimated cost: 8 I 0,000
Source offunds: Town hìghway budget/HMGP
Responsìbílíty: Joint Road Commßsioner and Selectboard
Tímefrøme: Q3 2019 størt (will require H&H ønalysß)
BeneJits: Reduced damages ìn Q25 event

.

Add additional cross culverts or improve ditches south of Severy Farm on Delong Road
Estímøted cost: 85,000 eøch
Source offunds: Town highwøy budget/HMGP
Responsibility: Joínt Roød Commissioner ønd Selectboard
Tímeframe: Q3 2015
Benefits: Redacedflood damagesfrom Q25 event

Winter Storm/Ice Storm
The Town has historically mitigated the effects of winter storms/ice storms through the annual
funding of the highway crew and its equipment. While an eye is always kept open for new
approaches and equipment options, no actions are currently required.
The Town has identified installation of back-up power for the school as an important need to allow
continued operation in the event of a severe winter storm. This project has previously been identified
and evaluated in the Widespread Power Outage section.

In future requests for Right of Way usage for maintenance purposes, the Town will normally grant
access. Due consideration in granting these permissions will be given when such access will
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adversely impact scenic corridors and residents desires to keep the beauty of tree-lined streets and
roads.
Estimated cost: 80
Source of Funds: None needed
Respons íbílìty : S e lectbo ard
Tímeframe: Q3 2015-Q2 2020
BeneJits: reduced outages and øssociøted damages
Manage vegetation in the ROV/ to allow space for heavy/wet snow and ice events
Estimated cost: 85,000 annuøl cost
Source offunds: Town híghwøy budget
Responsíbílíty: Joint Road Commßsioner ønd Selectboard
Timeframe: Q3 2015 start
Beneftts: Reduce impøcts due to heauy snows on roøds and power línes

Explore creation of "living snow fences" in cooperation with landowners where feasible
Estimated cost: 82,000 ønnual cost
Source offunds: Town highwøy budget/HMGP
Responsíbílity: Joínt Roød Commissioner and Selectboard
Tìmeframe: Q3 2015 start
BeneJits: Reduced roød blockage daring large snow storms

Hieh Winds
The town road crew, with assistance from the tree warden, currently removes dead and dying trees
from its right of 'way as part of normal maintenance. This is ongoing work which requires no new
actions.

Liehtnine
The Town believes it is the homeowner's responsibility to mitigate their susceptibility to lightning.
The town will support education in this areaby providing educational materials in the town office.
Estimated cost: None to town
Source offunds: Government prínting office
Responsíbílity : Town C bTAACRPC
Timefrøme: Q3 2015 start
Beneftts: Reduced propergt dømages for resídents

Structure Fire
The Town supports efforts by the hre department to install dry hydrants throughout town.
Estimated cost: None addítional beyond annuøl FD support
Source offunds: Federøl Rural jíre protectíon grants and FDfunds
Responsíbílìty: CVFD
Tímefrøme: Q3 2016
Beneftts: Provides a more øccessíble wøter supply to reduceftre losses
The Town supports upgrading of driveway standards in the next planning commission zoning bylaw
rewrite to support basic accessibility for emergency vehicles to all structures in town.
Estimated cost: 82,000 øs part of øn overall rewríte
Source offunds: Manicipøl plønning grants.
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Respons ibílíty : Joìnt S electboørd and Plønníng Commíssion
Timefrøme: Q2 2015
BeneJÍts: Allows better access for emergency vehícles/reduced ftre losses

Insect-Borne IIIness
The Town believes it has a responsibility to its residents to address heavy mosquito populations and
is a partner in funding the efforts of the Lemon Fair Insect Control District.
Estímøted cost: 815,000 annually
Source offunds: Annual Town Meeting allocation- generalfand
Responsíbiliry: LBSG and Selectboørd wíth supportfrom the voters
Tímeframe: Q2 2015 ongoing
BeneJits: møìntaíns outdoor recreøtion economy/reduced dísease rßk
The Town believes its residents also share in this responsibility and encourages use of appropriate
repellants and behavior patterns which reduce the likelihood of mosquito bites through education.
Estimated cost: None to town
Source offunds: VT Dept Heølth prìntíng, Newsletter insert
Respons ibility : Town ClerHAC RPC
Timefrøme: Q3 2015 start
BeneJits: Reduced rßkfor trønsmßsible dßease

Wildfire
The Town supports the fire warden system requiring outdoor burn permits prior to any outdoor
burning.
Estimøted cost: None
Source offunds: Town Generøl Fund
Responsíbilìty: Joint Selectboard ønd Fíre warden
Tímefrøme: Q3 2015 start
Beneftts: limits false ølørms and out of control prescribed burns

The Town believes it is the homeowner's responsibility to mitigate their susceptibility to wildfire
through "firewise" practices. The town will support education in this areaby providing educational
materials in the town office.
Estímøted cost: None 1o town
Source offunds: Government príntíng oftice, Newsletter
Resp o ns ib ility : Town C ler HAC RPC
Timeframe: Q3 2015 start
Benefits: Increøsed øwareness of indíviduøls mitígation øctions
Large-Scale Hazardous Materials Incident
The Town supports ongoing HazMattraining efforts of the Comwall Volunteer Fire Department
through its annual funding.
Estimøted cost: 82,000-83,000
Source offunds: Town General Fund
Responsibility : Town Tøxpøyers
Tímeframe: Q3 2015
B e n elits : F as te r/app rop r iate r esp o n s e r e d uc e s imp øcts
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Drousht
The town believes the State of Vermont's new water/wastewater rules will likely help mitigate the
impacts of future droughts. No new action is needed at this time.

Highwav Transportation Accidents
The Town has identified the following high risk location on the highway system and supports
mitigation of the hazard in any future construction/reconstruction activities:

o The intersection of US Rte #30 and Cider Mill Road is a high accident
should be taken to reduce that risk. The town will
applied to this location.
Estimøted cost: None to town
Source offunds: Støte híghwøy budget.
Responsìbílíty: Joìnt Selectboard and State AOT
Timeframe: Q3 2015 letter
BeneJits: reduced accídent risk at thís locøtion

¡

location and efforts
request additional safety measures be

The area around the base of the "Ledges" on Route 74 is ahigh accident location. The town
will request additional safety treatments at this location.
Estimated cost: None to town
Source offunds: State híghwøy budget
Responsibility: Joínt Selectboørd ønd Støte AOT
Tímefrøme: Q3 2015 letter
Beneftts: reduced accídent risk at thß location

o The area on Route 74 from the "Old Red Barn" site to the junction of Clark Road is a high
accident location. The town will request additional safety treatments at this location.
Estímated cost: None to town
Source offunds: State híghwøy budget.
Responsibilíty: Joínt Selectboard ønd Støte AOT
Tímefrøme: Q3 2015
Beneftts: reducedfrequency and severìty of accidents

Earthquake
The Town believes it is the responsibility of private homeowners to be ready for earthquakes. The
town generally believes that building construction standards are the responsibility of each private
homeowner. The Town also does not believe the risks associated with earthquake are large enough
to require any town building retrofits at this time.
The Town feels education is the key to preparing private homes for an earthquake and
earthquake education materials available at the town office.
Estimated cost: None to town
Source offunds: Government Printíng Offtce
Responsibilìty : Town C Ierk/ACRPC
Timeframe: Q3 2015
Beneftts overøll educatíon of the public reduces rßk

will

make
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Dam Failure
The Town Planning Commission, will explore writing of water impoundment construction standards
into its zoning regulations. The intent of such standards would be to limit the volume of water which
could be stored in a man-made impoundment and therefore limit risk.
Estimated cost: 82,000 as pørt of øn overøll rewríte
Source offunds: Munìcipal plønníng grønts.
Responsíbilíty : Joint Selectboørd ønd Plønníng Commßsion
Tímefrøme: Q2 2015
Beneftts: Støndards in zonìng would requíre review and improved designs

LandslideÆrosion Hazard
The Town will explore adoption of a River Corridor Overlay district in its next zoning bylaw
rewrite.
Estimøted cost: $2,000 as part of an overøll rewrÍte
Source offunds: Municipøl plønníng grønts
Responsíbilíty : Joínt Selectboord and Planning Commíssìon
Tímeframe: Q2 2015
Beneftts: Reduced rßk of buíldíng onflood/erosion sensítive lands

Pandemic
The Town currently supports training of the Town Health Offrcer to help mitigate the effects of a
pandemic on the community. No new actions are required.

Inundation Flooding
The town will fund attendance by the Zoning Administrator at local NFIP trainings when offered
locally.
Estímated cost: 8200-83 00
Source of Funds: Town General Fund Plønning ønd Zoning budget
Respo ns íbílíty : Town Zoning Adminístrøtor/Ac RPC
Tímefrøme: Q2 2016
Benefits: Improved abìlity of ødmínßtrator to elfectìvely manøgefloodplains
The Town will evaluate inclusion of a river corridor overlay in its next zoning bylaw rewrite.
Estimated cost: 82,000 øs pørt of an overall rewrite
Source offunds: Munícipal planníng grants.
Responsíbìlíty : Joínt Selectboard ønd Planníng Commßsion
Timeframe: Q2 2016
BeneJits: Reduced risk of buildíng ín flood/erosion sensitive lands

The Town will request updated and digitized FIRMs from FEMA to support their flood mitigation
efforts.
Estímøted cost: None to town
Soarce of Funds: FEMA map modernízationfunds
Responsibílíty: Selectboørd to møke the request
Timeframe: Q3 2015
BeneJits: Improves abìlity to effectively mønage vulnerable lands
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6. Plan Maintenance Procedures

Any Hazard Mitigation Plan is dynamic and should not be fixed. To ensure that the plan remains current and
relevant, it is important that it be updated periodically. The plan will be updated at a minimum every five
years in accordance with the following procedure:
6.1 Plan Review/[Jpdate Process (5 year Cycle) 44CFR 201.6 (c)({(i) and 44CFR 201.6 (c)(a)(iii)

1.

The Cornwall Selectboard assembles a ReviedlJpdate Committee.

2.

The Committee will discuss the process to determine if any modifications or additions are needed due
to changing conditions since the last update occurred. Data needs will be reviewed, data sources
identified and responsibility for collecting/updating information will be assigned to members.

3.

Other Town plans (Emergency Operations Plan, Town Plan, Road Plan, etc) will be reviewed to
ensure a common mitigation thread still exists throughout.

4.

A draft update will be prepared based on these evaluation criteria:
' Changes in community and govemment processes, which arehazard-related and have occurred

I
.
.
.
.

since the last review.

Progress in implementation of plan initiatives and projects.

Effectiveness of previously implemented initiatives and projects.

Evaluation of unanticipated challenges or opportunities that may have occurred between the date
of adoption and the date of the report.
Evaluation of hazard-related public policies, initiatives and projects.
Review and discussion of the effectiveness of public and private sector coordination and
cooperation.

5.

Selectboard members will have an opportunity to review the draft update. Consensus will be reached
on any changes to the draft.

6.

The Selectboard will notifr and schedule a public meeting to ensure adequate public input.

7.

The Selectboard will recommend incorporation of community comments into the draft update

6.2 Programs. Initiatives and Projects Review

Although the plan should be reviewed in its entirety every five years as described above, the Town will
monitor and evaluate its goals, strategies and actions/projects annually as the town budget is created. This
review will ensure that progress will be reviewed and actions/projects either added or removed from the
towns work plan based on changing local needs and priorities. In creation of the municipal plan by the
planning commission, concepts, goals and strategies from this plan will be used to inform the development of
that plan and incorporated into that plan when appropriate.
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6.3 Post-Disaster Review Procedures
Should a declared disaster occur, a special evaluation process will occur in accordance with the following
procedures:

1.

Within six (6) months of

a declared emergency event, the

Town will initiate a post disaster review

and assessment.

2.

This post disaster review and assessment will document the facts of the event and assess whether
exi sting Hazar d Miti gati on P I ans effectivel y addre s sed the hazar d.

3. A report of the review and assessment will be created by a ReviewÂJpdate
4.

Committee.

The committee will make a determination whether the plan needs to be amended. If the committee
determines that NO modification of the plan is needed, then the report is distributed.

5. If the committee

determines that modification of the plan IS needed, then the committee drafts an
amended plan based on its recommendations and forwards it to the Selectboard for public input.

6.

Following completion of

7.

The Selectboard adopts the amended plan.

a public input process, further amendments may be made anda final plan
delivered to the Selectboard for adoption.
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7

. Plan

Adoption Resolution

RESOLUTION
SelectpersonMa_gna_Dqdg€ffers the following resolution and moves its adoption. Seconded by
SelectpersonEi e rr- xsmP

RESOLVE: That in order to provide for sustained actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to
people and property from hazards and their effects in the Town of Cornwall, VT, the Town Selectboard
deems it advisable and in the best interests of the community to adopt the attached Town of Cornwall,
Vermont Single Jurisdiction All-Hazards Mitigation Plan. In adopting this plan, the Selectboard
instructs all community departments to follow the recommendations contained within this plan.

PASSED AND

THIS 1 TthllAY QpNovember

2015

Chairperson

Town of Cornwall, VT

ATTEST:

fownÆ*i'E$
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Annex A
Regional Maps
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Addison Region
Auerage Annual Daily Traffrc 2002
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Addison Region
Dam locafions
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Addison Region
Bridge Locatians wiffi fl uvial assocrafed raftngs
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Annex B
Local Documents:
Local Road and Bridge Standards

.t¡!us¡y23,2013

TOWN ROAD AND BRIDGE ST"4,NDARDS
TOWN OF con¡{rüar,r,
VERMONT

of coRNflALL--

The Town
snall apply to

thãõõäiluctior¡@lr,

hereby adopts the following Town Road and Bridge Stendards which
and mainienanoe of a[ nîvn rqads and uri¿g*

"

thc standards listed here are consídered minimum and apply to consbuctíon p¡ojects and repair and
maintenance activlties. The standards inolude managemónt
iraoticos and .ru durignø tor eniurs thc safoty of
the truv€ling pub¡ic, minimizo-damege to road infrasûucturé during flood events,-and
enhance water qualíty
proteotions by minimizing sediment delivery to su¡face waters and/or
wstlands.
The ¡sleot board reserves the right to modis the súand¿rds for a particutar project or rtpair
or maintenance
aotivitíes whero, becausc ofunlque physicai circumstanoes o¡ conditions, tilerå ís no possibilíty
that the
pmjeot or aetívíties can be comploted in strict oonformance with these provisions.
Ariy rtrodifioations to the
standards must be done in a manner that serves the underlying intent oithe managemånt practice,
be it publio
safety, flood hazffd avcidance, or wator quality protection. Fiiscal reasons are noi a basis for
modilication of
the-standards' Questions about mod¡fications ioìhe standards should be dirccted to the VTrans
District
O{fice.

Munìcþ.alities must compty with all appticable siate ¿nd federal approvals, permits and duly adopûod
standards when undertaking road and bridge activitios and

projects: '

Any new road regulated by andlor to
conveyed to the munioipality shall be construsted according to the
-be
minimums of these st¿ndards, If any federal
andlor staæ funding is invotved in a projco! tlre VTrans diskict
ofüce must be notified prior to any field changes taking place tñ'at would alter thJ originat scope
of wor*.

Roadways

'
r
r
¡
'

Atl new or substantially reconstruotod gravel roads shall have st least a l2-inchss thiok processed
gravel sub-base, with an additional 3 inches (minimum) top course of crushed gravet.

All new or substantially reconstructed paved roads shalt have ai least al5 inchJs thíck prooessed
gravel sub-base,
All roadways shall be graded so watet does not remain òn the road surføce. For roadways that
are
this g¡nerally meaos a2-4Yo (t /q" - ttz" per ft) crown for gravol roads and a l-2%
l8t.ruP:fjl""*d,
('/¡" - '/a" per ft) crown for paved roads to promote sheefing of water.
Proper g¡ading techniq.ues for gravel roadways must be used to ¡void c¡€ating a ridge
or berm
between the orcwn and the ditch,
Any bcrrn along the roadway shoulder that prevenß the proper shecting ofwatermust be
romoved.

Ilitches and Slopes
Soil ex¡osed during ditch and slope construction, ropair or maintqnance must be heated
immodiately
following the o¡eration and temporary erosion prevðntion and sedìment control practices
must be lnstalled
and maint¿insd dur¡ng construction activities and until the ditch or slope i. p"#*.ntty
rtobilized,

Thefollowing are minlmum erosion control measurcs. Carofi¡l attontion must bs given
to arcas vulner¿ble
----- to
erosion and immediately adjacent or discharging to surface waters anafot.oøwãfdralnise
fac¡iriir,
1
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¡
.
'

Seed and mulch all ditches with grades less than 5% when undertaking projeots or ropairs or
maintenance activities that result in exposed soil. Vegetation must bJðs*aUlistred ani monitored.
vegetatior is not established within l0 days ofplacemðfi, install biodegradable non-welded matting

If

with seed.

Stonc line all new or reconslruct€d ditches or whenevçr soils are disturbed by maintenance activitios
with grades equal to and greater than 5%; altematively, install s¡one cheok dams. The oheck dams

mustmeetcr¡teri¿outlinedinthe"stqndardsandspecl/ìcattonsþrCheckDams,',fromthe Vermont

S.nn/ard\ an( Spe,ctfieationsþr Erosion Preventton snd Sedimenl Connol. Speoifically, dams must
be placed so that the orost ofthe downstream check dam is at the same elevafiån ur ür.
[äre oft¡t

r

¡
t

upstream dam.

C¡eate parabolic (wide "U" shaped) ditchos when constructing new or substantially reconstructing
ditches, rather than nanow "V" shaped ditches wherever lateral space allows. Ditðhes with gralu"al
sido slopes (maximum of I;2, vortical to horizontal ratio) and a wido bottom (at least 2 feet)ãre
prefentd' Use biodegradable, non-welded matting to sfabiliee side-slopes where slopes are greater
than I :2 and Isss than I : I Yz; apply seed and muloh to any raw or exposed side-slope'if slopui

,r"Lr*

than l:2,

All

ditches must be tunred out to avoid direcú outlef into surfaçe waters, There must be adequate
outlefprotection ût the end ofthe turnout, either a súrucfural (rook) or vegetative filtering ar.ea.
Itln the best professional engineering ju{gment ofthe VÏrans Operations Division, theó is a cost
effective ditch treatment that will meet the íntent of the managomcnt practices desciibe¿ a¡ove,
Uut

represcnt$ a departure from these standards, the munioipalþ may implemont the more cost
effective
-.
ditch tteatment alternativo with the professional recomrnenãaüon submitted in witten forrn
VTrans prior to the municipality oxeouting the work.
When conshucting neïv or substantialþ reconstructing side slopos, use appropriately sized stone
armament on slopes that are l: I % or greatu. If perennial strcams are affeóted by thã toe of slope
the
projÊct mu$t cónform to the strbwide Stream Alteration standards.

tt

r

Culverß and Bridger

t

¡
.
'
r

Replaoement of existing oulve¡ts and any new cutvert must have a minimum culverl diameter
inches.

of lg

Replacoment ofexisting bridges and culverts and any new bridges and culvens must be dosigned
in
accord¡nce with tle_ VTrans Hydraulios Manuat, and, in the case ofperennial stre"rr,
oonloi*ø tir"
statcwide Stream Alteration standards.
All new drlveway culverts must have a minimum diampter of 15 inohes.

Whsn installing orroplacing.culvefts, use approp- riare techniques suoh as headwalls and wingwalls,
wherc there is erosion or undermining or whère lt is expeotad to occur.
lnstall a splash pad or plunge pool at the outlet ofnew or repaired drainage oulvorts where
there is
erosion or where erosion may occur. Splash pads and plunge pools ur" nãt upprop.iate for
use in
s$eams supporting aquatic life,

Guardrails
When roadwa¡ culvert, bridge, o¡ retaining wall construction or reconstruction projects result
in hazards
such ¿s foreslopes, drop offs, or fixed obstacles within tåe designated clear-zoni a ioadside
barrier such as
guardtail must be installed. The most current version ofthe RÃsglO RoadsidgDeçign
cuü. *ifr go;e;
the analysis ofthc hazard and the subsequent trestmônt ofthat hazard.

2
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Acce^rs

Managemenf

ll" t:* must have a Proc€ss in place, formal or infonnal, to review alt new drivc accesses and
sevolopment roads wherc they intersect

Toum roads, as authorized under l9 V.S.A. Section I I I l. Towns
may rcference vrrans A-76 standards for Town & óevelopment
Roals ana s-it stsn¿ar¿s for Residential
and CommerciatDrivesi and the vTrans Aocess Managemeht
Program cuidclines for ofhcr design standards
and specifications.

Training
Town highway mainfenance crews must colloctively aftend
a minimum iotat of 6 hours of training per year
on best road management practices. The tow¡t rnuri k.rp documentation
oitheii attenoance for a period of

three years.

üf'8rtTå":f;lþ

the setectboard orthe rown or

CORNWALL

State of Vormont on

Seloct Board:

3
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l0l2ll4 HM Committee Meeting
Town of Cornwall
Hazard Mitigation Planning Committee Initial Meeting
Thursday, October 2. 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Town of Cornwall Town Office
Minutes:
5:30 - Convene meeting/Introductions - Meeting convened at 5:30 beginning with a brief discussion of 9-1-1
signage and the importance of Fire and Emergency Management working together. Issues that need to be
addressed are up to date maps for the Fire Dept(ACRPC can provide) and signage on private roads.
Introductions were given around the table (Attendance sheet attached)
5:35 - Brief overview of the hazard mitigation planning process - Tim gave a quick overview of the state's
new ERAF rules and what the committee could expect in relation to the planning and adoption process for

this plan.
5:45 - Current Plan Status - Tim passed out an early draft for committee review and told the committee to
watch out for incorrect town references as the draft is rough and some of the written information may have
been drawn from other sources.
6:00 - Brainstorming additional committee membership - This was inadvertently missed as a specific subject
in the meeting but the necessity of having representation from both the Planning Commission and the
Selectboard was addressed. PC representation is important because considerable work in mitigation can be
codified within a town's zoning bylaws. The committee should have Selectboard representation to ensure
that the adopting body is on board with the plan throughout its development rather than waiting for the date
of adoption.
6:15 - Filling out the Hazard Inventory/Risk Assessment matrix - Tim introduced the HIRA matrix and the
committee f,rlled out the matrix by consensus. The committee decided to separate Flash flood from
inundation flooding, Separate Hazardous Materials spills from transportation accidents and add in the
hazards of insect borne illness and pandemic. (completed matrix is attached). Maps were passed around for
committee members to highlight areas of concern for the hazards of Dam Failure, V/inter Storm, High Wind
and Transportation Accident (attached.
6:45 - Project brainstorming (if time allows) - Tim instructed the committee to be thinking about this subject
for the next meeting which was tentatively scheduled for 10116 starting at 5:30.
7:30 - Adjourn
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Minutes
Local Hazards Mitigation Plan Meeting
Comwall Town Hall
Thursday, October 23,2014,5:30 PM

5:30

Welcome/Introductions- No new members were present so introductions were
Plan Overview

&

dispensed with.

Process- Again, because no new members were present and this was done at

the last meeting, no action was taken.

Review Risk Assessment- In reviewing the risk

assessment, committee members felt they would

like to add anew hazard and identified Invasive insects. The new hazard was scored and resulted in

a

final

score of 8. This places Invasive insects in the same risk rate grouping as drought, transportation accidents,

earthquakes and dam failures

Develop Mitigative Steps-

Each identified hazard was gone through and possible projects

identified for each. Many projects that had been identified in an earlier planning effort have already been
completed. Extended discussion included the value of a generator for the school, the value of the newsletter

in educating the public about mitigation actions individuals can take, and the value of driveway construction
guidelines. Several new culvert locations were identified where replacements should be larger when they are
replaced.

Next Meeting- Tim will

if

she can

need a little while to

pull all this together. He needs dollar figures from

Sue

find them and is looking for any good photos of past events or even just nice photos representative

of town.

Adjourn, at7:20pm
Attendees:

Marge Drexler, Sue Johnson, Norm Grenier, Bill Johnson, Stu Johnson, Ken Manchester, Kate Gieges.
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Annex C
Common Mitigation Measures by Hazard Type
Mitigation measures for "all-hazards" have been adapted from a flood mitigation approach developed by
French Wetmore, of Wetmore and Associates in Park Forest, Illinois, into six categories:
o

o

o

o

a

Prevention - measures intended to keep ahazard risk problem from becoming worse. They ensure
that future development does not increasehazard losses. Examples would include: Planning and
Zoning, Open space preservation, Land Development regulations, Storm water management.
Property Protection - measures used to modify buildings, or their surroundings, subject to hazard risk
rather than prevent thehazard from occurring. Examples are: Acquisition of vulnerable properties,
Relocation fromhazard prone areas, Rebuild or modify structures to reduce damage by future hazard
events, Flood-proofing of flood-prone buildings.
Natural Resource Protection - measures intended to reduce the intensity of hazard effects as well as
improve the quality of the environment and wildlife habitats. Erosion and sediment control and
W'etlands protection are examples.
Emergency Services - measures that protect people before and after ahazard event. That would
include: Warning, Response, Critical facilities protection, Health and safety maintenance.
Structural Projects - measures that involve construction of man-made structures to control hazards.
Some examples would include: dams, reservoirs, debris basins, channel modifications, storm sewers,
elevated roadways.
Public Information - activities intended to inform and remind people about hazardous areas and the
measures to avoid potential damage and injury. Examples are: Outreach projects, Real estate
disclosure, Technical assistance, Community education programs.

The following suggested Mitigation Measures were taken from the website of the Northeast States
Emergency Consortium (NSEC).

ALLIJAZARDS

.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
.

Map vulnerable areas and distribute information about lhehazard mitigation strategy and projects.
Provide information to contractors and homeowners on the risks of building inhazard-prone areas.
Develop a list of techniques for homeowner self-inspection and implementation of mitigation
activities.
Organize and conduct professional training opportunities regarding natural hazards andhazard
mitigation.
Distribute NOAA weather radios.
Develop sound land use planning based on known hazards.
Enforce effective building codes and local ordinances.
Increase public awareness of community hazards.
Provide sites that are as free as possible from risk to natural hazards for commercial and industrial
activities.
Consider conservation of open space by acquisition of repetitive loss structures.
Consider conseryation of open space by acquisition of areas identified as "vulnerable or at risk"
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o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Ensure a balance between residential growth, conservation of environmental resources through a
detailed analysis of the risks and vulnerability to naturalhazards.
Conduct joint planning and sharing of resources across regions, communities, and states.

Establish a hazard mitigation council.
For future proposed development design guidelines, incorporate hazard mitigation provisions,
including improved maps.
Consider adding a "safe room" requirement for all new buildings.
Establish incentives to encourage business owners and homeowners to retrofit buildings with hazard resistant features.
Teach disaster andhazard awareness in schools.

FLOOD
Flood Hazard Mitigation Measures for Communities:

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Developing and enforcing all-hazards building codes,
Adopting incentives to encourage mitigation
Developing administrative structures to support the implementation of mitigation programs
Mitigation should be incorporated into future land use plans through riparian corridor protection,
limiting flood hazard area development, and other measures.
Developing and conducting public information campaigns on hazard mitigation should be a priority.
Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).
Conduct watershed geomorphic assessments.
Encourage riparian corridor protection.

Flood Hazard Mitigation Measures for Individuals:
How to Protect Your Property:

.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Keep insurance policies, documents, and other valuables in a safe-deposit box. You may need quick,
easy access to these documents. Keep them in a safe place less likely to be damaged during a flood.
Avoid building in a floodplain. Some communities do not permit building in known floodplains. If
there are no restrictions, and you are building in a floodplain, take precautions, making it less likely
your home will be damaged during a flood.
Raise your furnace, water heater, and electric panel to higher floors or the attic if they are in areas of
your home thatmay be flooded. Raising this equipment will prevent damage. An undamaged water
heater may be your best source of fresh water after a flood.
Install check valves in building sewer traps to prevent flood water from backing up into the drains of
your home. As a last resort, when floods threaten, use large corks or stoppers to plug showers, tubs,
or basins.
Seal walls in basements with waterproofing compounds to avoid seepage through cracks.
Consult with a construction professional for further information if these and other damage reduction
measures can be taken. Check local building codes and ordinances for safety requirements.
Contact your local emergency management office for more information on mitigation options to
further reduce potential flood damage. Your local emergency management office may be able to
provide additional resources and information on ways to reduce potential damage.
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HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
Hazardous Material Hazard Mitigation Measures for Communities:
FEMA's National Mitigation Action Plan suggests that state and local mitigation plans include the following:
. Developing and enforcing all-hazards building codes,
. Adopting incentives to encourage mitigation
. Developing administrative structures to support the implementation of mitigation programs
. Mitigation should be incorporated into land use management plans.
. Developing and conducting public information campaigns onhazard mitigation should be a priority.
Natural hazard events have often triggered technological hazards such as ruptured pipelines and building
fires, clearly linking the natural and technological risks. Accordingly, the National Mitigation Strategy, as an
all-hazards strategy, will build upon existing programs that mitigate technological hazards, and focus on the
critical importance of coordination among efforts to mitigate hazards, regardless of the source of the risk.
. Recognize the dangers posed by hazardous materials.
. Identify places where hazardous materials are likely to be encountered.
. Understand when ahazardmay exist.
. Contact the appropriate persons or agencies to give or receive specific hazardous materials
information.
. Identify procedures to minimize personal and community exposure to hazardous materials.
Hazardous materials events can and do occur as independent events. Natural hazard events, however, have
often triggered technological hazards such as ruptured pipelines and building fires, clearly linking the natural
and technological risks. Accordingly, the National Mitigation Strategy, as an all-hazards strategy, will build
upon existing programs that mitigate technological hazards, and focus on the critical importance of
coordination among efforts to mitigate hazards, regardless of the source of the risk.
Communities can and should:
. Recognize and identify the dangers posed by hazardous materials in the community.
. Identify industries and other locations places where hazardous materials are stored and used.
. Develop a communityhazardous materials emergency plan.
. Develop an early warning and notification system.
. W'ork with local businesses and industry to Identify procedures to minimize personal and community
exposure to hazardous materials.
Hazardous Materials Hazard Mitigation Measures for Individuals: Individual and families should develop a
personal plan of what to do in case of ahazardous materials accident.

How to Planfor a Hazardous Materials Incident:
. Leam to detect the presence of a hazardous material.
. Many hazardous materials do not have a taste or an odor. Some materials can be detected because
they cause physical reactions such as watering eyes or nausea. Some hazardous materials exist
beneath the surface of the ground and can be recognized by an oil or foam-like appearance.
. Contact your Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) or local emergency management office
for information about hazardous materials and community response plans.
. Find out evacuation plans for your worþlace and your children's schools.
. Be ready to evacuate. Plan several evacuation routes out ofthe area.
. Ask about industry and community warning systems.
. Have disaster supplies on hand.
Page | 70

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.

Flashlight and extra batteries
Portable, battery-operated radio and extra batteries
First aid kit and manual
Emergency food and water
Non-electric can opener
Essential medicines
Cash and credit cards
Sturdy shoes
Develop an emergency communication plan. In case family members are separated from one another
during ahazardous materials accident (this is areal possibility during the day when adults are at work
and children are at school), develop a plan for reuniting after the disaster. Ask an out-of-state relative
or friend to serve as the "family contact." After a disaster, it's often easier to call long distance. Make
sure everyone knows the name, address and phone number of the contact person.

STRUCTURE FIRE

Fire Hazard Mitigation Measures for Communities:
FEMA's National Mitigation Action Plan suggests that state and local mitigation plans include the following:
. Developing and enforcing all-hazards building codes,
. Adopting driveway and water supply standards for new development.
. Adopting incentives to encourage mitigation
. Developing administrative structures to support the implementation of mitigation programs
. Mitigation should be incorporated into land use management plans.
. Developing and conducting public information campaigns onhazard mitigation should be a priority.
The United States Fire Administration (USFA) serves as the national focus on reducing fire deaths, injuries,
and property losses. In 1974, Congress passed the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act which established
the USFA and the f,rre research program at the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). The
USFA works to involve the public and private sector to reduce losses through public education, arson
detection and control, technology and research, fire data collection and analysis and f,rre service training and
education. NIST performs and supports research on all aspects of fire with the aim of providing scientific and
technical knowledge applicable to the prevention and control of hres.

Fire Hazard Mitigation Measures for Individuals:
How to Protect Your Property:
. Keep lawns trimmed, leaves raked, and the roof and rain-gutters free from debris such as dead limbs

.
.
.
.
.
.
.

and leaves.

Stack firewood at least 30 feet away from your home.
Store flammable materials, liquids and solvents in metal containers outside the home at least 30 feet
away from structures and wooden fences.
Create defensible space by thinning trees and brush within 30 feet around your home.
Landscape your property with fire resistant plants and vegetation to prevent fire from spreading

quickly.
Post home address signs that are clearly visible from the road.
Provide emergency vehicle access with properly constructed driveways and roadways, at least 12 feet
wide with adequate turnaround space.
Make sure water sources, such as hydrants and ponds, are accessible to the fire department.
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Buming yard waste is a fire hazard. Check with your local fire agency on a non-emergency number
for fire permit requirements and restricted burning times.
Use fire resistant, protective roofing and materials like stone, brick and metal to protect your home.
Avoid using wood materials that offer the least f,rre protection.
Cover all exterior vents, attics and eaves with metal mesh screens no larger than 6 millimeters.
Install multipane windows, tempered safety glass or fireproof shutters to protect large windows from
radiant heat.
Use fire-resistant draperies for added window protection.
Have chimneys, wood stoves and all home heating systems inspected and cleaned annually by a
certified specialist.
Fire Alarm Safety requires checking on or installing fire alarms in your home.
Residential sprinklers have become more cost effective for homes. Currently, they protect few homes.

How to Prepare þr a Fire Emergency:
. Know how to contact fire emergency services in your area.
. Plan ahead. Make sure you and your family are prepared for a hre emergency.
. Develop and practice escape and evacuation plans with your family.
. Install smoke alarms on every level of your home. Test them monthly and change the batteries at least
oncs ayear. Consider installing the new long-life smoke alarms.

WINTER STORM
Winter Storm lJazard. Mitigation Measures for Communities:
FEMA's National Mitigation Action Plan suggests that state and local mitigation plans include the following:
. Developing and enforcing all-hazards building codes,
. Adopting incentives to encourage mitigation
. Developing administrative structures to support the implementation of mitigation programs
. Mitigation should be incorporated into land use management plans.
. Developing and conducting public information campaigns on hazard mitigation should be a priority

In addition, FEMA recommends the following actions to further protect communities from the effects of
V/inter Storms:
. Building code development and enforcement of snow loads
. Develop a storm water management plan for snowmelt
. Assuring adequate supplies of sand and salt
. Maintaining snow removal equipment so that it is ready to be deployed
. Retrofitting public buildings to withstand snowloads and prevent roof collapse
. Clearing roofs of excessive snow accumulations
. Develop a winter storm pan or annex to the local emergency management plan
. Develop a capability to monitor weather forecasts, conditions and warnings issued by the National

.
.
.

Weather Service
Jdentify appropriate shelters for people who may need to svacuate due to loss of electricity, heat or
coastal flooding due to storm surge
Assure that critical facilities such as police and fire stations and schools are accessible and equipped
Clearing streets and roads of snow to assure the passage of public safety vehicles and general traffic.

Page 172

\ilinter Storm Hazard Mitigation Measures For Individuals:
How to Protect Your Property:
. Make sure your home is properly insulated. If necessary, insulate walls and attic. This will help you
to conserve electricity and reduce your home's power demands for heat. Caulk and weather-strip
doors and windowsills to keep cold air out, allowing the inside temperature to stay wanner longer.
. Install storm windows or cover windows with plastic from the inside. This will provide an extra layer
of insulation, keeping more cold air out.
. To keep pipes from freezing:
. Vy'rap pipes in insulation or layers of old newspapers.
. Cover the newspapers with plastic to keep out moisture.
. Let faucets drip a little to avoid freezing.
. Know how to shut off water valves.
. If the pipes freeze, remove any insulation or layers of newspapers and wrap pipes in rags. Completely
open all faucets and pour hot water over the pipes, starting where they were most exposed to the cold
(or where the cold was most likely to penetrate). A hand-held hair dryer, used with caution to prevent
overheating, also works well.
. Consider storing sufficient heating fuel. Regular fuel sources may be cut off. Be cautious of fire
hazards when storing any type of fuel.
. Before winter, be sure you install and check smoke alarms.
. Consider keeping safe emergency heating equipment:
. Fireplace with ample supply of wood.
. Small, well-vented wood, coal, or camp stove with fuel.
. Portable space heater or kerosene heater. Check with your local fire department on the legality of
using kerosene heaters in your community. Use only the correct fuel for your unit and follow the
manufacturer's instructions. Refuel outdoors only, and only when cool. Keep your kerosene heater at
least three feet away from furniture and other flammable objects.
. When using alternative heat from a fireplace, wood stove, space heater, etc., use fire safeguards and
ventilate properly. Fire hazard is greatly increased in the winter because alternate heating sources are
used without following proper safety precautions.
. Install snow fences in rural areas to reduce drifting in roads and paths, which could block access to
homes, barns, and animals' feed and water.
. If you live in a flood-prone area, consider purchasing flood insurance to cover possible flood damage
that may occur during the spring thaw. Homeowners'policies do not cover damage from floods. Ask
your insurance agent about the National Flood Insurance Program if you are at risk.

How to Planfor a Winter Storm:
. Understand the hazards of wind chill, which combines the cooling effect of wind and cold
temperatures on exposed skin. As the wind increases, heat is carried away from a person's body at an
accelerated rate, driving down the body temperature. "Wind chill" is a calculation of how cold it feels
when the effects of wind speed and temperature are combined. A strong wind combined with a
temperature ofjust below freezing can have the same effect as a still air temperature about 35 degrees

.
.
.

colder.
Service snow removal equipment before winter storm season. Equipment should be available for use
if needed. Maintain it in good working order.
Keep your car's gas tank full for emergency use and to keep the fuel line from freezing.
Get training. Take an American Red Cross first aid course to learn how to treat exposure to the cold,
frostbite, and hypothermia.
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a

Discuss with your family what to do if a winter storm WATCH or V/ARNING is issued. Designate
one household member as the winter storm preparedness leader. Have him or her discuss what to do
if a winter storm watch or warning is issued. Have another household member state what he or she
would do if caught outside or in a vehicle during a winter storm. Everyone should know what to do in
case all family members are not together. Discussing winter storms ahead of time helps reduce fear
and lets everyone know how to respond during a winter storm.

HIGH WINDS
High Wind Hazard Mitigation Measures for Communities:
FEMA's National Mitigation Action Plan suggests that state and local mitigation plans include the following:
. Developing and enforcing all-hazards building codes,
. Adopting incentives to encourage mitigation
. Developing administrative structures to support the implementation of mitigation programs
. Mitigation should be incorporated into land use management plans.
. Developing and conducting public information campaigns on hazard mitigation should be a priority.

FEMA also suggests that communities further reduce their vulnerability to hurricanes through the adoption
and enforcement of wind- and flood-resistant building codes. Sound land-use planning can also ensure that
structures are not built in the highest hazard areas.

High \ilind Hazard Mitigation Measures for Individuals:
. Make a list of items to bring inside in the event of a storm. A list will help you remember anything
that can be broken or picked up by strong winds. High winds, often in excess of 40 miles per hour,
can turn unanchored items into missiles, causing damage or injury when they hit.

.

.
.
.

Keep trees and shrubbery trimmed. Make trees more wind resistant by removing diseased or damaged
limbs, then strategically remove branches so that wind can blow through. High winds frequently
break weak limbs and hurl them at great speed, causing damage when they hit property. Debris
collection services may not be operating just before a storm, so it is best to do this well in advance of
approaching storms.
Remove any debris or loose items in your yard. High winds can pick up anything unsecured, creating
damage to property when the debris hits.
Install protection to the outside areas of sliding glass doors. Glass doors are as vulnerable as windows
to breakage by wind-driven objects.
If you live in a flood plain or are prone to flooding, also follow flood preparedness precautions.
Nor'easters and severe thunderstorrns can bring great amounts of rain and frequently cause floods.

EARTHQUAKE
Earthquake Hazard Mitigation Measures for Communities:
FEMA's National Mitigation Action Plan suggests that state and local mitigation plans include the following:
. Developing and enforcing all-hazards building codes,
. Adopting incentives to encourage mitigation
. Developing administrative structures to support the implementation of mitigation programs
. Mitigation should be incorporated into land use management plans.
. Developing and conducting public information campaigns onhazardmitigation should be a priority
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FEMA's Earthquake Program has four basic goals directly related to the mitigation of hazards caused by
earthquakes. They are to:
. Promote Understanding of Earthquakes and Their Effects.
. Work to Better Identify Earthquake Risk.
. Improve Earthquake-Resistant Design and Construction Techniques.
. Encourage the use of Earthquake-Safe Policies and Planning Practices.
Earthquake Hazard Mitigation Measures for Individuals
How to Protect Your Property:
. Bolt bookcases, china cabinets, and other tall furniture to wall studs. Brace or anchor high or topheavy objects. During an earthquake, these items can fall over, causing damage or injury.
. Secure items that might fall (televisions, books, computers, etc.). Falling items can cause damage or
injury.
. Install strong latches or bolts on cabinets. The contents of cabinets can shift during the shaking of an
earthquake. Latches will prevent cabinets from flying open and contents from falling out.
. Move large or heavy objects and fragile items (glass or china) to lower shelves. There will be less
damage and less chance of injury if these items are on lower shelves.
. Store breakable items such as bottled foods, glass, and china in low, closed cabinets with latches.
Latches will help keep contents of cabinets inside.
. Store weed killers, pesticides, and flammable products securely in closed cabinets with latches, on
bottom shelves. Chemical products will be less likely to create hazardous situations from lower,
confined locations.
. Hang heavy items, such as pictures and mirrors, away from beds, couches, and anywhere people sit.
Earthquakes can knock things off walls, causing damage or injury.
. Brace overhead light fixtures. During earthquakes, overhead light fixtures are the most common items
to fall, causing damage or injury.
. Strap the water heater to wall studs. The water heater may be your best source of drinkable water
following an earthquake. Protect it from damage and leaks.
. Bolt down any gas appliances. After an earthquake, broken gas lines frequently create fire hazards.
. Install flexible pipe fittings to avoid gas or water leaks. Flexible fittings will be less likely to break.
. Repair any deep cracks in ceilings or foundations. Get expert advice if there are signs of structural
' defects. Earthquakes can turn cracks into ruptures and make smaller problems bigger.
. Check to see if your house is bolted to its foundation. Homes bolted to their foundations are less
likely to be severely damaged during earthquakes. Homes that are not bolted have been known to
slide off their foundations, and many have been destroyed because they are uninhabitable.
. Consider having your building evaluated by a professional structural design engineer. Ask about
home repair and strengthening tips for exterior features, such as porches, front and back decks,
sliding glass doors, canopies, carports, and garage doors. Learn about additional ways you can protect
your home. A professional can give you advice on how to reduce potential damage.
. Follow local seismic building standards and safe land use codes that regulate land use along fault
lines. Some municipalities, counties, and states have enacted codes and standards to protect property
and occupants. Learn about your area's codes before construction.
How to Planfor an Earthquake:
. Pick "safe places" in each room of your home. A safe place could be under a sturdy table or desk or
against an interior wall away from windows, bookcases, or tall furniture that could fall on you. The
, shorter the distance to move to safety, the less likely you will be injured. Injury statistics show that
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persons moving more than 10 feet during an earthquake's shaking are most likely to experience
a

a

a

a

a

a

injury.
Practice drop, cover, and hold-on in each safe place. Drop under a sturdy desk or table, hold on, and
protect your eyes by pressing your face against your arTn. Practicing will make these actions an
automatic response. When an earthquake or other disaster occurs, many people hesitate, trying to
remember what they are supposed to do. Responding quickly and automatically may help protect you
from injury.
Practice drop, cover, and hold-on at least twice ayear. Frequent practice will help reinforce safe
behavior.
Talk with your insurance agent. Different areas have different requirements for earthquake protection.
Study locations of active faults, and if you are at risk, consider purchasing earthquake insurance.
Inform guests, babysitters, and caregivers of your plan. Everyone in your home should know what to
do if an earthquake occurs. Assure yourself that others will respond properly even if you are not at
home during the earthquake.
Get training. Take a first aid class from your local Red Cross chapter. Get training on how to use a
fire extinguisher from your local fire department. Keep your training current. Training will help you
to keep calm and know what to do when an earthquake occurs.
Discuss earthquakes with your family. Everyone should know what to do in case all family members
are not together. Discussing earthquakes ahead of time helps reduce fear and anxiety and lets
everyone know how to respond.
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porenrial

Mitigati*ïff;i-

Funding sources

Federal

FEMA
Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program. As part of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Section
322 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Act), FEMA's Pre-Disaster
Mitigation Competitive (PDM-C) Grant Program provides funds to states, territories, and
federally recognized tribes for pre-disaster mitigation activities. The grant program is
administered by FEMA for pre-disaster mitigation planning and projects primarily addressing
natural hazards. Funding these plans and projects reduces overall risks to the population and
structures, while also reducing reliance on funding from actual disaster declarations. The
intent of the PDM-C grant program is to provide a consistent source of funding for predisaster mitigation planning and projects.
a

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. The Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (Section 404 of
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act) is activated during
Presidential Disaster Declarations to assist in identifuing mitigation projects, and funding
these projects on a75o/oFederall2lo/o non-Federal cost share basis. Mitigation program
funding is based on20%o of the federal funds expended for the Infrastructure and Individual
Assistance Programs. The HMGP supports other program activities, i.e. participation the
NFIP is required for recipients of HMGP funds.
Section 406Hazard Mitigation. Section 406 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act provides funding to mitigate certain projects as they are being
repaired as part of overall disaster assistance to a community. Under Section 406,if it can be
shown to be cost effective to mitigate a Public Assistance eligible project as part of the repair,
FEMA may fund the mitigation as part of the overall project cost.

o

Disaster Preparedness Improvement Grants. Under the Disaster Preparedness
Improvement Grants (Section 201 of the Stafford Act), FEMA provides up to 50% matching
funds to states annually to improve or update their disaster assistance plans and capabilities.
States can use these funds to: implement measures in a Hazard Mitigation Plan; develop predisaster HazardMitigation Plans; expand an existing Hazard Mitigation Plan; develophazard
specific annexes; or develop administrative plans for the implementation of the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program.

a

Il{azard Mitigation Technical Assistance Program Contract. HMTAP was established to
provide FEMA with response capability for various post-disaster mitigation opportunities.
The contractor has the capability to: (1) evaluate construction science techniques and
practices, including build codes; (2) prepare environmental assessments or impact statements
and historic preservation reviews and assessments; (3) conduct biological assessments and
surveys, (4) conduct surveys, assessments, and reviews of other areas of impact such as water
quality and wetland delineation; (5) conduct benefilcost, social science, and public
administration assessments; (6) conduct post-event assessments to identify mitigation
opportunities; (7) Provide post-disaster land surveying, mapping services and cost estimates
Page | 77

using GIS, GPS, and remote sensing; (8) Perform floodplain analyses; (9) conducthazard
identification and risk assessment to confirm accuracy and specific actions or methodologies
needed for disaster areas; (10) document estimated flood elevations to guide reconstruction
and to compute flood frequency; and (11) provide training for benefit/cost analysis, retrofit
options, theHazard Mitigation Grant Program, and National Environmental Policy Act.
a

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
makes federally subsidized flood insurance available to property owners in locations agreeing
to participate in the NFIP. If communities enter the NFIP, they are required to adopt
floodplain ordinances meeting criteria established by FEMA. These criteria include: requiring
permits for development within designated floodplains; review development plans and
subdivision proposals to determine whether proposed sites will be reasonably safe from
flooding; require protection of water supply and sewage systems to minimize infiltration of
floodwater; obtain, review, and utilize all base flood elevation data; and assure the
maintenance of flood carrying capacities within all watercourses.
The Community Rating System. An element of the NFIP, is designed to promote the
availability of flood insurance, reduce future flood damages, and ensure the accurate rating of
flood insurance policies. Participating communities may receive credit for proven mitigation
measures, thus reducing the cost of flood insurance within their jurisdictions.

o

The Individual Assistance Loss Prevention Program. Available to provide eligible owneroccupants, who sustained damage and received Disaster Housing Minimal Repair Funds, the
opportunity to participate in a voluntary program where additional 100% federal funds are
made available to break the damage-rebuild-damage cycle and help homeowners reduce or
eliminate losses from future weather-related damage.

a

The Individual and Family Grant (IFG) Minimization Program. Available to provide
IFG-eligible owner- occupants the opportunity to participate in a voluntary program where
additional state and federal funds are made available to break the damage-rebuild-damage
cycle, and help reduce or eliminate losses from future weather-related damage. In addition,
FEMA's 800 series provides funding for low cost mitigation measures.

o

The Infrastructure Program (Section 406 of the Stafford Act). Authorizes funding for the
repair, restoration, or replacement of damaged facilities belonging to public and private nonprofit entities, and for other associated expenses, including emergency protective measures
and debris removal. The Infrastructure Program also authorizes funding for appropriate costeffective hazard mitigation related to damaged public facilities.
The National Inventory of Dams (US Army Corps of Engineers project). Identifies highhazard dams and encourages the development of warning systems and emergency plans for
many of these facilities.

o

Hazardous Materials Program. FEMA's mission under this program is to provide technical
and financial assistance to States and local jurisdictions and to coordinate with public and
private sector entities to develop, implement, and evaluateHAZMAT emergency
preparedness programs. FEMA supports State and local agencies in the design,
implementation, and evaluation of HAZMAT- related training and planning exercises, and
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cooperates with the U.S. Department of Transportation in the maintenance of electronic
bulletin boards to provide the latest information on HAZMAT planning, training, exercises,
and conferences.

US Fire Administration (USFA). Through the USFA, FEMA administers a nationwide
program to enhance fire prevention and control activities and to reduce significantly the loss
of life and property caused by fires. Programs are carried out by: National Fire Academy;
Office of Fire Prevention and Arson Control; Office of Firefighter Health and Safety; Office
of Fire Data and Analysis; Offrce of Federal Fire Policy and Coordination; Office of National
Emergency Training Center Operations and Support, and Office of Educational Technology.

The Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 imposed upon state and
local governments planning and preparedness requirements for emergencies involving the release of
hazardous materials. The role of the federal government in response to an emergency involving the
release of hazardous materials is to support local and state emergency operations. Activation of the
federal Regional Response Team (RRT) provides access to federal resources not available at the state
and local levels. An on scene coordinator is designated to manage federal resources and support.
The national waming and communications center for emergencies involving the release of hazardous
materials is manned 24 hours a day, and is located at the U.S. Coast Guard headquarters in
V/ashington, D.C.
The National Weather Service provides meteorological and hydrologic services that include
weather and hydrologic wamings, forecasts, and related information. The primary mission of the
NV/S is to save lives and reduce property damage through timely issuances of tomado and flood
warnings and river stage forecasts. To cope with dangerous weather, the NWS interacts with
emergency services personnel throughout the state by: issuance of tornado and flash flood watches or
warnings for those areas in which a threat is posed; issuance of flood watches and warnings for major
streams and rivers within the state. Addison County is within the coverage areaof the NWS office in
Burlington but also may receive information from the Albany, NY office.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers undertake a broad range of civil works projects to develop,
manage, and conserve the nation's water resources. No work may be undertaken without
authorization and funding from Congress, either from specific legislation or continuing authorities.
Projects are planned to serve as many purposes as are feasible and to protect or improve the
environment as much as possible. The Corps is involved in developing and implementing plans for
flood control, navigation, hydropower, recreation, and water supply. The Corps has authority for
emergency operations, bank protection, permit administration, and technical assistance. Corps of
Engineers assistance includes

o
o

:

Studies and Projects
Discretionary Authority to implement certain types of water resources projects without
specific Congressional approval. These projects are typically limited in cost and duration, and
include:

$500,000 per project.
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channels. Work on channels usually improves stream flow and aids flood control
efforts.
used for projects such as upgrading flood protection structures and channelization
streams.

of

.

a

a

Conducting floodplain mapping surveys to provide either first-time mapping of
aÍrarea or to correct older floodplain maps;
. Conducting flood studies in cooperation with FEMA to determine actual flood
levels for settlement of flood insurance claims;
' Providing technical advice regarding proposed floodplain ordinances and
building codes.
Emergency operations to respond to flood emergencies, to include flood fighting, constructing
advance temporary measures in anticipation of imminent flood, and the repair of damaged
flood control works after the flood event.
Permit authority, the Corps has the authority to issue Permits to cover construction excavation
and other related work in or over navigable waterways; and Permits covering the discharge of
fill material in all waters of the United States and adjacent wetlands.

Department of Housing and Urban Development

o

r
o

Community Development Block Grant Program. Funds are provided as grants to units of local
government. Local governments can use the funds to: construct flood and drainage facilities;
finance rehabilitation projects that include flood proofing, elevation, purchase of flood
insurance, etc.; finance acquisition and relocation of homes to remove them from the
floodplains.
Rental Rehabilitation Program. Funds to rehabilitate rental properties can be used for flood
proofing and repair to flood damage.
Section 312 Loan Program. Provides funds to rehabilitate both residential and non-residential
properties, including flood repair and flood proofing.

Department

of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) can provide

technical assistance in the conservation, development, and productive use of water resources. In
addition, the NRCS monitors use of prime farmland.
a

a

a

a

Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention. Technical and financial assistance to local
entities to plan and install works of improvement for watershed protection, flood prevention,
agricultural water management, and other approved purposes.
Resource Conservation and Development. Technical and financial assistance to local entities
to plan and install works of improvement for watershed protection, flood prevention,
agricultural water management, and other approved purposes.
Emergency Watershed Protection. Provides assistance to reduce hazards to life and property
in watersheds damaged by severe natural events. NRCS can provide l00o/o of the cost of
exigency situations, andS}Yo of the cost for non-exigency situations, if funds are available.
Conservation Technical Assistance. Provided to land users to control erosion, sediment, and to
reduce upstream flooding.
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o

River Basin Surveys and Investigations. Includes Conservation River Basin Studies to assist
in solving existing problems or meeting existing or projected needs, and Floodplain
Management Studies to provide information and assistance for reducing future flood damages.
Financial assistance is provided by sponsors.

U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) provides certain hazard studies and recommendations. A portion
the mission of the USGS is to collectandanalyze data on the quantity of surface water through a
network of gauging stations. The data is used in preparing flood frequency reports to evaluate the
severity of floods. This data is useful in flood hazard mitigation studies, establishing flood prone
areas, and potential flood heights near hydraulic structures.

of

Economic I)evelopment Administration was established to generate new jobs, to help protect
existing jobs, and to stimulate commercial and industrial growth in economically distressed areas of
the United States.

Small Business Administration (SBA) Disaster Assistance Programs provide loans to businesses
and individuals affected by presidential and SBA disaster declarations. The program provides direct
loans to businesses to repair or replace uninsured disaster damage to property owned by the business,
including real estate, machinery, and equipment, inventory and supplies. Businesses of any size are
eligible. Non-profit organizations are also eligible. Assistance to individuals comes in the form of
low-interest loans for repair or replacing damaged real and personal property. The SBA administers
the Disaster Assistance Programs.
a

Pre-Disaster Mitigation Loans. This new loan program began in January 2000 and is
funded for five years. This program makes funds for mitigation available to businesses in
Project Impact communities.

State

VTrans
a

Town Highway Grants Program. State aid grants for highways are made annually to the
governing body based on the number of Class 1,2 or 3 miles in the Municipality. The General
Assembly appropriates a lump sum annually for this purpose (19 V.S.A. Section 306(a).
Distribution is made quarterly, with no application required. There is no requirement that
State funds be matched with local funds, other than a requirement that municipalities expend
no less than $300 per mile of local tax revenues of their highways (19 V.S.A. Section 307).

a

Town Highway Bridge Program. State assistance for major rehabilitation or reconstruction of
bridges with a span of six feet or more on class 1, 2 or 3 town highways is made available by
the Secretary of Transportation from annual appropriations for that purpose (19 V.S.A.
Section 306(b). State assistance amounts are not limited for any one project. The State
assistance requires 10 percent participation or match of total project cost with town funds for
replacement projects and 5o/o for rehabilitation projects. The local match is capped at the
amount raised by a municipal tax rate of $0.50 on the Grand List (19 V.S.A. Section 309(a)).

a

Town Highway Structures Program. State grants for bridges, culverts and retaining walls that
are part of the municipalities highway (Class 1,2 or 3) infrastructure are made by the
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Secretary of Transportation from annual appropriations for the purpose. State grant amounts
are limited to $150,000 for any one project. State funds are required to be matched, as

follows:
o By at least20Yo of the total project cost, or
o By at least l0% of the total project cost providing that town has adopted Town
Highway codes and standards and the town has conducted a highway infrastructure
study (not less than three years old), which identifies all town culverts, bridges and
identified road problems.
a

Town Highway Class 2 Roadway Program. State grants to provide for the preservation of any
Class 2 highways by providing grants for resurfacing or reconstruction are made by the
Secretary of Transportation or his/her designee from annual appropriations for that purpose.
State grants are limited to $150,000 for any one project and there are match requirements fir
the town similar to the Town Highway Structures Program.

a

Town Road & Bridge Standards, Infrastructure Study. As a result of legislative action
relating to the Town Aid programs an incentive program was created providing additional
funding to towns meeting two requirements:
o Adopted codes and standards.
o Conducted a network infrastructure study.

Agency of Natural Resources
a

Ecosystem Restoration Grant Program. As part of a governor's initiative to improve water
quality in Lake Champlain, Funds have been allocated to assist in clean-up. Funds from this
source have paid for a large portion of recent geomorphic studies in the Addison region as
well as supporting the development of Fluvial Erosion HazardZones. Additionally, funds
have been allocated to purchase development rights in hazardous locations.

Department of Public Safety, Division of Emergency Management
o

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program. Previously described under Federal Programs.

a

Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program. Previously described under Federal Programs

o

Local Emergency Management Director Program. A continuing program of training for local
emergency management directors to provide a consistent base of knowledge to understand
their roles and responsibilities in Emergency Management.
Generator Grant Program. VEM allocates funds from FEMA EMPG to allow towns to
purchase back-up power sources for emergency shelters for continued use in the event of a

power failure.

Resional
The Addison County Regional Planning Commission (ACRPC) provides assistance to local
governments conceming planning for future land use, business, transportation, emergency
management and population.
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In addition to the specific programs mentioned below, ACRPC has identified Municipal
Development Plans and Capital Improvement Plans as appropriate local planning mechanisms
suitable for incorporating many of the provisions of this plan. These plans, by statute, need to be
updated on a 5 year rotation. In Addison County, each municipality adopts these new or updated
plans according to their own timetable and therefore, each is at a different place in the planning
and adoption process. At the time of each rewrite, ACRPC generally assists local planning
commissioners and will encourage inclusion of appropriate provisions of this plan into any new
document.
ACRPC annually sets aside funds from its transportation planning activities to be administered by
the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC). Proposals are entertained each year to fund
planning projects for transportation projects. One effective ongoing program is a local culvert
survey and upgrade program, which funds updates of culvert surveys for 2-3 towns annually.
TAC grants have funded several mitigation studies in the past including:
Route 125 relocation study
Bakers Bridge mitigation study

o
o

ACRPC assists community mitigation projects and planning through utilization of:

o
o
o
o

FEMA PDM-C planning grants
FEMA HMGP planning grants
FEMA HMGP project grants
Federal Emergency Planning Grants
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Annex E
Local Plan Review Tool Self Assessment

LOCAL MITIGATIOI{ PLAN RBVIEW TOOL
Jurisdiction Name & State: Town of Cornwall, Vermont
Jurisdiction:
Town of Cornwall nVermont

Title of Plan: Town of Cornwall
Vermont Single Jurisdiction Hazard

Date of Plan:

tuu20ls

Mitieation Plan
Sinele or Multi-iurisdiction plan?
Sinele
Regional Point of Contact: Tim Bouton
Title: Sr. Planner

Update? New
Local Point of Contact: Kate Gieges
Title: Emergency Management Coordinator
Agency: Town of Cornwall, Vermont
New Plan or Plan

Agency: ACRPC
Phone Number: (802) 388-3141

Phone Number: (802) 462-2182
E-Mail: Gieges@shoreham.net

E-Mail: tbouton@acrpc.org

Title:

State Reviewer:

FEMA Reviewer:

Date Received in FEMA Region

Title

Date:

Date:
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Plan Approvable Pendins Adoption
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ELEMENT A. PLANNING PROCESS
A1. Does the Plan document the planning piocess, including how it
was prepared and who was involved in the process for each

jurisdiction? (Requirement 5201.6(cX1))
42. Does the Plan document an opportunity for neighboring
communities, local and regional agencies involved in hazard
mitigation activities, agencies that have the authority to regulate
development as well as other interests to be involved in the planning
process? (Requirement S201.6(bX2))
43. Does the Plan document how the public was involved in the
planning process during the drafting stage? (Requirement

Section #l 1.1 Page 3. "Current
Plan Development Process"

-

Section

#l

- 1.3 Page 4.

"Opportunities for additional
comments"

Section

#l

- 1.2 Page 3.

s201.6(bx1))

"Opportunities for public
commenlinput"

44. Does the Plan describe the review and incorporation of existing
plans, studies, reports, and technical information? (Requirement

Review"

Section #

1

-

I .4 Page 3-4.

"Extent

of

s201.6(bx3))

45. ls there discussion of how the community(ies) will continue public
participation in the plan maintenance process? (Requirement

Section #6 - 6.1,6.3 Pages 55-56,
"Plan Maintenance procedures"

$201.6(cX4Xiii))
a description of the method and schedule for keeping the
plan current (monitoring, evaluating and updating the mitigation plan
within a 5-year cycle)? (Requirement $201 .6(c)(a)(i))

Review/update Process (5 year
cycle)"

46. Is there

Section #6

-

6.1Page 55 "Plan

ELEMENT A: REOUIRED REVISIONS

ELEMENT B. HAZARD IDENTIFICATION AND RISK ASSESSMENT
81. Does the Plan include a description of the type, location, and
extent of all natural hazards that can affect each jurisdiction(s)?
(Requirement S201.6(cX2Xi))
82. Does the Plan include information on previous occurrences of
hazard events and on the probability of future hazard events for each
iurisdiction? (Requirement 5201.6(cX2Xi))
83. ls there a description of each identified hazard's impact on the
community as well as an overall summary of the community's
vulnerability for each iurisdiction? (Requirement $201.6(cX2Xii))
84. Does the Plan address NFIP insured structures within the
jurisdiction that have been repetitively damaged by floods?
(Requirement S201.6(cX2Xii))

Section #4 - 4.3 Pages 16-41 "Hazard
type, location, extent, occunences,
future probability and vulnerability"
Section #4-4.3 Pages 16-41 "Hazard
type, location, extent, occuffences,
future probability and vulnerability"
Section #4-4.3 Pages 16-41 *Hazard
type, location, extent, occuffences,
future probability and vulnerability"
Section #5

-

5.2Page 42-47

"Authorities, policies, programs,
resources (and the ability to expand
on these)" Specifically, 5.2 page 47

Flood ûnundation)
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ELEMENT B: REOUIRED REVISIONS

ELEMENT C. MITIGATION STRATEGY

-

C1. Does the plan document each jurisdiction's existing authorities,

Section #5

policies, programs and resources and its ability to expand on and
improve these existing policies and programs? (Requirement

"Authorities, policies, programs,
resources (and the ability to expand

5201.6(cX3))

on these)"

C2. Does the Plan address each jurisdiction's participation in the NFIP
and continued compliance with NFIP requirements, as appropriate?

(Requirement 5201.6(cX3Xii))

-

Section #5

5.2Pages 42-47

5.2 Page 42-47

"Authorities, policies, programs,
resources (and the ability to expand
on these)" Specifically, 5.2 page 47
Flood (Inundation)

C3. Does the Plan include goals to reduce/avoid long-term

vulnerabilities to the identified hazards? (Requirement
520r.6(c)(3Xi))
C4. Does the Plan identify and analyze a comprehensive range of
specific mitigation actions and projects for each jurisdiction being
considered to reduce the effects of hazards, with emphasis on new
and existing buildings and infrastructure? (Requirement

Section #5 - 5.1 page 42 "Hazard
Mitigation Goals by HazardType"
Section #5 - 5.4 Pages 48-54
"Proposed Mitigation Projects/Action
Plan by HazardType"

520r.6(cX3Xii))
5.3 Page 47-48 "Project

C5. Does the Plan contain an action plan that describes how the

Section #5

actions identified will be prioritized (including cost benefit review),
implemented, and administered by each jurisdiction? (Requirement
520L.6(cX3Xiv)); (Requirement 5201.6(cX3Xiii))
C6. Does the Plan describe a process by which local governments will
integrate the requirements of the mitigation plan into other planning
mechanisms, such as comprehensive or capital improvement plans,
when appropriate? (Requirement $20 I .6(cXaXii))

Prioritization Process"

-

Section #3 -Page I l-12 "Existing
Adopted Plans Which Support Hazard

Miitigation"

ELEMENT C: REOUIRED REVISIONS

ELEMENT E. PLAN ADOPTION
E1. Does the Plan include documentation that the plan has been
formally adopted by the governing body of the jurisdiction requesting

Section 7 Page 57 "Plan Adoption

Resolution"

approval? (Requirement 5201.6(cX5))
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